Task 1:

A: Only two weeks until the vacation begins!

B: I know. I can’t wait.

A: What are your plans for the holidays?

B: Lots of blue and lots of green ...

A: What does that mean?

B: I’ve been trapped in this city for far too long. I want to get out and breathe some fresh air and see some trees.

A: But what will you do? B: Nothing! Well, no that’s not true—I’ll do some walking, probably take some pictures...Do you know the Jiuzhaigou Valley? That’s the place I was thinking of heading for. I’ve heard it’s incredibly beautiful. Have you ever considered visiting it?

A: Oh, that’s not my cup of tea at all. I want culture. I shall probably go to Xi’an.

B: To see the Terracotta Warriors?

A: Exactly, and the city itself. I want to immerse myself in history — I’m fascinated by the Qin Dynasty, you know.

B: But it will be so crowded!

A: And Jiuzhaigou won’t be?

B: Hmm, maybe, but I expect I’ll be able to get away from the crowds.

A: Well, I hope you have fun. You must show me your photos afterwards.

B: I will. And you’ll have to tell me something about your trip too.

A: I will, have fun.

B: You too.

Task 2:

A: So we’ve decided what places we are going to visit, and now we should decide how we are going to get from one place to another.

B: Well, there’s an excellent public transportation system there, you know. I don’t think we have to worry about that.

A: Public transport? You mean buses and the subway?

B: Of course.

A: Oh, come on! We’re going to be on holiday. We don’t need to waste time on buses and trains. We can travel by taxi.We can get in, tell the driver where we want to go and then sit back and relax in comfort while he or she takes us to the destination.

B: Taxi? Oh no, I’d really rather travel by bus or subway. As you said, we’ll be on holiday so we won’t be in a hurry.

A: But I’d rather spend the time visiting places than being stuck on buses.

B: Look, if we use public transport we’ll be able to meet local people, get a better idea of daily life and so on. That’s what travel really means, you know. Besides, taxis are so expensive.

A: But they’re worth it. They are clean, comfortable and convenient. If you want to make friends with people, you can make friends with the taxi drivers. And they know much more about the city than the commuters, most of them will probably be rushing from one place to another and won’t have time to sit and chat.

B: Oh, I don’t know.

A: You’re thinking of the expense, aren’t you? What about it if I pay?

B: You’re missing the point.

A: OK, sometimes we’ll take taxis and sometimes we’ll take the subway. Would you be happy with that?

B: I guess so.

A: Good, it’s settled then.
