Task 1:

A: Oh , I can’t even believe it! My mum’s determined.

B: What do you mean by that?

A: Well, it’s obvious that when she was young she wanted to be a fashion designer ;but then she met my dad and they fell in love and then I came along...and somehow she never got round to it.

B: Well, she has been busy enough with other things.

A: Yeah...but now she says that because my sister and I have both left home she’s decided to realize her dream of a fashion designer.

B: She’s crazy!

A: Why do you think so?

B: She’s spent all her life working, right? So now she ought to enjoy her retirement. Old age should be about peace and quiet...relaxation...surrounded by children and grandchildren.

A: She doesn’t have any grandchildren and neither my sister nor I live close enough to visit her frequently. Now, I’m definitely for continuing education. Let her realize her potential.

B: Well, count me out. However, if it’s what she wants...maybe one is never too old to learn.

Task 2:

A: Do you have any idea about good graduate schools?

B: Not really. Have you decided to do graduate study then?

A: Of course! Aren’t you going to?

B: No, I think it’s better to get some work experience first.

A: But a Master’s degree would mean you are better equipped before plunging into society and it would help you get a higher salary.

B: That may be the case, but I’ve been talking with people about it and some say graduate study is a waste of time — that work experience and practical skills are more valuable. What’s more, I’ve spent so many years with my head stuck in books! I want to get out and learn something else! In fact, I’ve already got a couple of interviews lined up.
A: But what kind of work can you expect to get without graduate experience?

B: Well, I don’t expect to start out as a CEO! I’ll be quite satisfied to work my way up; I’ll do some training courses and hopefully rise through promotion.

A: That sounds interesting. I didn’t know that. But to be honest, I like the student life and I think I’ll stick to it as long as possible.

B: Maybe we should compare our progress in ten years’ time and see how far each of us has got...

A: That sounds a good idea!
