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Job Interview: Applying for the position of an official of the Internal
Revenue Service.

.....................................................................................................................................................

Interviewee: Nice to meet you. I am here for an interview as requested.

Interviewer: Nice to meet you, too. I am Wang Ling, the Personnel Officer. Tell me a little bit
about yourself, please.

Interviewee: My name is Li Yu. I was born in 1990 and graduated from Shanxi Finance and
Taxation College. My major is taxation.

Interviewer: Our advertisement says English competence is one of the key requirements of this
position. Then what do you think of your proficiency in written and spoken English?

Interviewee: I have learned English for 10 years, and I have passed College English Test
Band 4 and 6. My spoken English is good enough to express myself fluently and
communicate with native speakers.

Interviewer: What special skills do you have?

Interviewee: I have experience in computer operation. I am proficient i
L

including Word and Excel.

Interviewer: Have you obtained any certificate of te

ical qualificati:* :
Interviewee: Y‘rcccwcd a Computer Ope Qualification '.
li T




i Foxit PDF Editor 8835
B2 i (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2003 - 2009
& H T4 .

NN—

Interviewer:
Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Ok, very good. The staff in our department should be proficient in tax policies, the
tax business, the financial accounting methods, the production and management
processes in enterprises. How about your academic study?

I have been doing quite well at college and I hope to be able to make practical use of
my knowledge in your department. My specialization at the college is just in line with
the areas your department deals with.

In addition to the direct tax civil service, employees in the tax authorities should
carry out statutory duties and responsibilities, build a harmonious relationship with
taxpayers and establish the idea of service for them. What about your ability to
communicate with others?

I like meeting various kinds of people and have good interpersonal relationship. So I
think I am competent for the job.

All right. We shall inform you as soon as we have made our decision.
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Passage

Warm-up

Work in groups to discuss the following questions before reading the passage.
1. What is tax?

2. Why should we pay tax?

What Is Tax?

The kid had swallowed a coin and it got stuck in his throat, and so his mother ran out in
the street yelling for help. A man passing by took the boy by his shoulders and hit him with a
few strong strokes on the back, and so he coughed the coin out.

“I don’t know how to thank you, doc. ...” his mother started.

“I'm not a doctor”, the man replied, “I'm from the IRS”.

A nervous taxpayer was unhappily conversing with the IRS Tax auditor who had
come to review his records.

At one point the auditor exclaimed, “Mr. Carelton, we feel it is a great privilege
to be allowed to live and work in the USA. As a citizen you have an obligation to pay
taxes, and we expect you to eagerly pay them with a smile.”

“Thank Godness,” returned Mr. Carelton, with a giant grin on his face, “I thought
you were going to want me to pay with cash.”

From the above two stories, we know that tax is everywhere in
our daily life. “In this world nothing is certain but death and tax.”
said by Benjamin Franklin.

Then, what is tax?

Tax is a fee charged by a government on a product, income, or
activity.

Why must we pay taxes?

The answer is that the government needs money for many
things, for example, to pay its soldiers, sailors and airmen, to build
roads, bridges, offices, schools, etc. and to buy goods from abroad;
and only the people of the country can supply the money.

One of the most important taxes is income-tax which a

R .

person pays according to the amount of his income, whether he
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is a merchant, a doctor, a lawyer, a shopkeeper, a = FtUEI KT
miner or anything else. This is called a “direct”
tax, because it is levied in money directly to the
government.

Another tax is paid on goods such as watches,
jewelry, new clothes, tobacco, wine, etc. when they
are brought into a country. Such a tax is levied as
part of the price of these goods if they are sold in
shops. We call it “indirect” tax, because it is paid
indirectly through the shopkeepers.

People usually complain about having to pay
taxes, but they forget that the money is spent on
things that they and their families need. We need
policemen to catch thieves, to see that men obey the laws, to direct traffic, etc. and they must
be paid what they earn; children need education and there must be schools and teachers; we
want our streets to be kept clean, and the wages of men who do this kind of work have to be
paid. Above all, the country must always be ready to defend itself against attacking enemies,
and we can not have an army without paying for it. Besides, if a country wants to develop,
there are many other things to do...

Taxes, therefore, cannot be avoided. We buy our food and clothes and pay for our
amusements; but, there are several things that the State finds the money for, and that is necessary
for us if our society is to continue. We have no real reason to complain, therefore, when we are
asked to supply money to be spent for the good of ourselves and for our fellow-citizens.

Related Tevms |

yell /jel/ vi. Jem , g I < R G O )
ot. WAL income-tax 881

stroke /stravk/ . HR; $TH i merchant /ms:tfont/ . BN KR ; JEE

revenue /Tevinju:/ ». BN , Bl i direct tax BRI

IRS(Internal Revenue Service) EE EEL5) E levy /vy oz fF (BESE); fiFE (JR55)

statutory /'stetot()r/ adj. i KAH , FER , L vi fiER; fEE

N i Indirect tax [B]3EFE
converse /kan'vsis/ v. Z51R IR IE :  amusement /mjuzmont/ . K, BT SR

privilege /privilids/ » ¥4, ficfs; HAKUR | fellow-citizen {EAER] Wi A
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I. Role Play
Directions: For this task, the students are required to work as an interviewee and an
interviewer to make up a short conversation according to the situation below.
Situation: An interviewee is applying for the position of an official of the Internal
Revenue Service.

II. Vocabulavy
1. Use the appropriate forms of the following words to fill in the blanks in the sentences.

interview competence qualification establish revenie
levy converse exclaim stroke finance
1) The shopkeeper sat directly behind the tax officer and with him.
2) What is your highest ?
3) We should a heavy tax on the wealthy men.
4) What will matter is not your , but your character.
5) Part of that loss, however, would be made up for through other taxes.
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6) The television will be aired to all parts of the country.
7) They diplomatic relations (#MZ 5% &) with China in 1958.
8) is the core of modern economic development.
9) “He went back to the lab,” Mike impatiently.
10) What do you do to lower your risk of ?

2. Fill in the blanks with the words given below.

1) The now takes $133 each month from her Social Security disability check.

2) When our social security model was designed, the proportion between

and indirect tax was balanced.

3) It’s our to pay tax on time.

4) A sales tax is a(n) because the tax burden can be £ DR
C. statutory duty
D. direct tax

E. IRS

shifted to other consumers.
5) Every one with an income should pay equal to a

modest percentage of his income.

Translation
1. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

Tax is a fee charged by a government on a product, income, or activity. If tax is levied directly on
personal or corporate income, then it is a direct tax. If tax is levied on the price of a good or service,
then it is called an indirect tax. The purpose of taxation is to finance government expenditure. One
of the most important uses of taxes is to finance public goods and services, such as street lighting and
street cleaning. Since public goods and services do not allow a non-payer to be excluded, or allow
exclusion by a consumer, there cannot be a market in the good or service, and so they need to be
provided by the government or a quasi-government agency, which tend to finance themselves largely
through taxes.

NN—

A. income tax
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2. Translate the following paragraph into English.
T TARENE, BUR T4 BURBIDRBURF IR R B A RME. BT LILIAE
(753 RAS , KRB IS H K S LU SEAR VG 7 RN BE, T sE e, IR S S I ARG 8055
AMIBHRBURFAERL , MR B R, BORFAER A T3 BRIE R T T, S fiti i
FRFP IO T E R L4, BUNTCIEAER A ST E , E 58 2T HA RIS
WERA TS5 T SEBMSOBN TR, BUR S RTRETCIR IR AT A BRI FFI IR 55 o

Reference:
BT : the Federal Government R Hi: elected officials
{RiIE: guarantee % %4 : national security

J@47: perform

IV. Reading Comprehension
Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find five statements. You are
required to decide whether these statements are true (T) or false (F).

All citizens of a country are morally or legally bound to pay their fair share of tax. What
is the importance of paying tax to the government and why should we not hide money and
avoid taxes? A large percentage of people who pay tax think as if government is trying to steal
their hard earned money. It's not true. Money collected from taxes helps a country to become
stronger and helps government provide a variety of services to the citizens.

Government provides the following services with our money:

Infrastructure Projects: To build roads, bridges, dams and a number of other projects
available to the society as a whole.

Public Security: To provide police and fire departments. It also helps to find money
needed to maintain defense forces (army, navy and air-force) and buy arms for them.

General services: To keep roads clean, water treatment, street lights, trash removal and
maintenance of public parks requires lot of money.

Health service: Almost all governments provide some level of free or subsidized health
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services to its citizens. This may include preventive immunization (%% ) shots, disaster
relief and many others. All this money is founded by the tax money you and I paid.

The list goes on: Maintenance of historic monuments, government aid, emergency relief,
conduct elections, run several government institutions like department for agriculture, commerce,
energy, urban development, treasury (¥$4:, WB) , judiciary (@)%, w36 ) , department
of motor vehicles, etc.

The tax system is based on “ability to pay”. The more money you earn, the more taxes

you pay. And the opposite is also true. If you earn a small income, you pay less taxes.

Not in all the countries do the citizens need to pay tax.
The money used for building universities comes from the tax we paid.
All governments offer their citizens some free or subsidized health services.

B U R S B

The money needed only for maintenance of historic monuments, government aid

and emergency treatment is founded by the tax.
5. How much tax a person is required to pay very much determined by the government.




