
Listening Scripts (6)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations.. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.
11. W: I had prepared dinner for eight people before Mary called and said that she and her husband could not make it.

M: That’s alright. I am just going to tell you I have invited Tom and his girlfriend. 

Q: How many people will be having dinner tonight?

12. M: There is an article here in this magazine that might interest you. It’s about

buying running shoes.

W: If it’s not chemistry and it’s not on the final exam, I can read it now.

Q: What is the woman probably doing now?

13. W: Mr. Watson, I wonder whether it’s possible for me to take a vacation early next month.

M: Did you fill out a request form?

Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

14. M: Think it over carefully; you must have left it somewhere.

W: But the problem is that I have to have it now. I need it to use my car, and when I get home, to open the door.

Q: What happened to the woman?

15. M: Jane, you won’t be able to get to the airport in time to catch the ten o’clock flight.

W: I realize that now. I’ll have to get my ticket changed.

Q: What will the woman have to do?

16. M: If I were you, I’d live in the city instead of going to work by train.

W: But the country is so beautiful in spring and fall. 

Q: Where does the woman prefer to live?

17. M: I’m having real trouble reviewing for this French exam. I just can’t memorize all the vocabulary.

W: Me too, I hate having to learn things by heart. I guess we just have to keep reading the texts over and over.

Q: What does the woman prefer?

18. W: Did you use credit cards on your vacation last month in Europe?

M: Sure I did. They certainly beat going around with a wallet full of big bills. But carrying lots of cash is still very common among some older people traveling abroad.

Q: What does the man say about some elderly people?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: Hi, Ellen. How was your vacation?

W: Great! I went to Singapore for the first time.

M: Really? Why did you decide to go there?

W: Well, I have a cousin who lives there. She’s been trying to get me to take a vacation down there for a long time, and so, finally, she talked me into it.

M: I know Singapore is a great city for a vacation.

W: Yes, it’s incredible. There are a lot of interesting things to see. I visited Chinatown and Little India, and went shopping on Orchard Road. The nightlife scene is vibrant. And the food is tasty.

M: Well, it sure sounds like you had a good time.

W: Oh, I sure did. 

M: How was the weather when you were there?

W: It’s comfortable although it is tropical climate. And it is very clean. There isn’t much pollution.

M: Oh, it is great. And do you think Singapore is a safe city?

W: Sure. There isn’t much crime. I plan to go there again next year.

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

19. What are the two speakers taking about? 
20. Why did Ellen decide to go to Singapore? 

21. Which statement is NOT true according to the passage? 

Conversation 2

M：Lili, let’s take a vacation!  

W：George, how can we? Vacations cost money. And this month we don’t have much money left after paying the rent.  

M：Well, Lili, we can visit different places in the state in our van. We are not going to take a plane or stay at a hotel this time. Trust me, it won’t cost much.  

W：Where will we sleep, then?  

M：In the van.  

W：What about other expenses?  

M：Let’s see. Gas, food, recreation, we won’t spend much. Come on. Don’t hesitate. We need to get out of the house once in a while. We have been working hard, haven’t we?  

W：Maybe you’re right. When do you plan to go?  

M：The sooner the better! I can’t wait!  

W：Oh, I don’t know where we’re going yet.  

M：As long as we’re going, you can decide where to go. I trust your judgments. I know you miss Chinese food, so we can eat at a Chinese restaurant this time.  

W：Let’s go to Chicago. We can have lunch in Chinatown. Then we can go to a ball game at Wrigley Field!  
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

22. What can we know from the sentences said by Lili? 
23. What is George’s plan for vacation? 

24. How does George think of his plan for vacation?

25. What can we know from the passage?

Section B: 

Directions：In this section，you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One
Nowadays, more and more lovers are using e-mail to say a few nice words to each other. The result: a new culture of love-letter writing has evolved and is rewriting the rules in how we express our love.

Make no mistake: in many cases the e-mail love letters significantly resemble their ancestor. The verbal imagery had hardly changed. Experts believe, in fact, that far more people now carry out sweet talk in cyber-space than in the time before e-mail came along. When people communicate over e-mail, everything is much more relaxed, less serious, and this helps the sweet words flow.

In spite of all the technological advancement that e-mail represents, classic love-letters on paper still have a special meaning, the experts say. Ink on paper simply affects many people more strongly than lines on a computer screen. It appears more serious, more obligatory, as if written for all eternity. Sometimes people want to have something to touch, a letter that you can really hold in your hand.

But Internet technology is ready to help even those with the courage to write a classic handwritten love-letter. What stops many lovers from penning their most romantic thought is not a lack of good intention but an inability to piece together a few sweet line, says Thomas Neuss, the organizer of one Internet site devoted to romantic letters.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. When comparing e-mail love-letters and traditional ones, what does the author believe?

27. Which one is not included on the advantages of e-mail love-letters? 

28. What does the author think about traditional love-letters ?

Passage Two

   Most Americans spend far more of their leisure time with the mass media than in any other occupation. In addition, most of us hear, see or read some of the media while engaged in other activities. Thus an extremely large number of our waking hours are spent with the mass media. Of all the media, television is clearly dominant, at least as a source of news and other information. Our exposure to all media is important, however, because all of them contribute materials for the construction of that world in our heads. For most people, increased use of one medium does not decrease the use of another. In fact, in certain case, and especially for certain purposes, the more one uses one medium, the more likely one is to use others.

There are various factors that can cause you to expose yourself to the media selectively, avoiding much of the material with which you disagree. Some of that selective exposure is probably due to the psychological pressure you feel to avoid the discomfort caused by confrontation with facts and ideas contrary to your beliefs or behavior. However, some selective exposure is not due to the pressure for consistency but to other factors, such as your age, education. In addition, it can also be influence by the area in which you live and the people with whom you associate.

Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. Which one is clearly dominant in all the media?

30. In author’s opinion, which factor doesn’t affect people’s selective exposure to the certain media? 

31. What can we learn from the passage? 

Passage Three
Tips for better packing

Are you planning to travel for a weekend or several months, around the country or overseas？Here are some tips to help you pack your bags.

1. Pre-trip planning: Make a packing list to help you remember everything. Review it about a week before your trip. Plan a time to go shopping for things you need for your trip. Don’t pack the night before you travel. You will forget things when you’re in a hurry.

2. Tagging luggage: Before packing, put name tags on valuable items like cameras and cell phones. Make sure that each piece of luggage, including carry-ons, has a luggage tag on it. If you know your hotel’s address and phone number, put it on you luggage tags.

3. Saving space: Pack small items (socks, belts, etc.) inside your shoes. It uses the empty space and helps the shoes to hold their shape. Pack your clothes in plastic bags. If you are traveling with a friend, plan your packing together. Share your alarm clock, toothpaste, or first aid kit.

4. Your carry-on bag: The most important items for your trip (passport, plane ticket, traveler’s checks, credit cards, keys, etc.) should go in your carry-on bag. Always keep them with you. Keep your carry-on bag small and light. Put bulky, heavy items in your check-in luggage. 

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. How many tips on better packing are there in the passage? 

33. Which statement is not mentioned in the trip of “pre-trip planning”? 

34. What should you do if you want to save space?

35. Which is not included in the most import items? 

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
More than fifty years ago, the United Nations (36) declared that literacy is a basic human right. It’s very important for improving the lives of (37) individuals. However, it is (38) estimated that 880 million adults around the world are illiterate. A (39) majority of them are women. Over 100 million school age children around the world do not (40) attend school. Many others complete school or fail to finish their (41) studies without learning to read or write. Many countries depend on the(42) efforts of people who offer their time to help(43) illiterate individuals. For example, John Mogger became concerned about the problem of illiteracy three years ago, so he started teaching five prisoners in Brazil. In his teaching, he developed a system with these prisoners. (44) To learn his system, people must first know how to write letters of the alphabet and learn which sounds they represent. The system divides letters into three groups. The first group of letter can be written between two lines. (45) The second can be written between two lines but part of the letter is above the top line. The third group has letters that are partly written below the lower line. John Mogger taught his students to write simple words from the letter. (46) In this way, his students learned more than seven hundred words. Many of them can now write to family members. They also can read newspapers and magazines.


