
Listening Scripts (1)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations.. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

11. W: Tom, can you help me? Can you check this letter for me before I give it to the boss?

M: Yes, certainly.

Q: Who is the woman probably talking to?

12. M: Mary, are you ready to go to the beach?

W: Too late. A bad thunderstorm is here. Look out of the window. It’s raining.

Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

13. W: Jane was furious. Her son wrecked up her car.

M: He shouldn’t have driven a car without a driver’s license. He’s still taking driving lessons.

Q: What do we know about Jane’s son?

14. M: Linda, I just want to say how sorry I was to learn of your mother’s passing. I know how close you two were.

W: Thank you. It was so sudden. I’m still in a state of shock. I don’t know what to do.

Q: Which of the following is true?

15. W: Wish me luck; I’ve got a job interview this afternoon. I’m really nervous.

M: Stay calm, best of luck! I’ve got my fingers crossed for you.

Q: Why does the man say he has crossed his fingers for the woman?

16. M: It seems to be cleaning up. All the dark clouds are gone and the sun is coming out.

W: Yes. Let’s just hope it stays this way. I hate rainy days.

Q: What can we learn from the conversation?

17. W: Professor Webster has a class this afternoon from 2:30 to 4. But he won’t be able to make it because he’s lost his voice.

M: Does he want me to try to find somebody else to take his place?

Q: What does the man mean?

18. M: Hi! Lucy. So glad to see you again.

   W: Likewise. I remember the last time we met was five months ago at Mike’s birthday party. How are you going?

Q: What do we know about the speakers?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

Tanya： Good morning, Carla. How are you today?
Carla： I’m doing fine. How about you?
Tanya： Great, thanks. So, what‘s the status of our advertising campaign?
Carla： As I mentioned before, it’ll be a national campaign starting next month. We’ve decided to use a variety of media for full coverage. First, we’ll have 30-second spots on television once a day for 3 weeks. At the same time, we’ll do 15-second radio commercials 3 times a day in selected cities with large populations. Finally, we’ll have some outdoor ads using billboards near main entrances to big cities.
Tanya： What style will the ads use?
Carla： We’re focusing on slice of life, showing how you can beat the summer heat by biting into a cool ice-cream sandwich. There’ll be some reason why thrown in to hype our choice of flavors and show everyone they’re not stuck with just vanilla.
Tanya： Sounds like an ideal approach. Will we have a new slogan?
Carla： Definitely. The advertising agency’s working on that right now. They’ll have     

some proposals ready by the end of the week.
Tanya：Sounds like we‘ll have a winner on our hands!
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. What is the possible relationship between two speakers? 

20. What are they talking about? 

21. About the advertising campaign, which statement is not included?

22. Which word is suitable to describe Tanya’s attitude towards the result of the advertising campaign?

Conversation 2

W: Hi, John. Where are you living this semester?

M: Hey, Lucy. I think I’m moving out of the University Dorms.

W: Why? Living in the dorm is convenient, don’t you think so?

M: Sure, I know I can meet everyone easily and get helps when in need. But I’m a junior. The dorms are too noisy. I need to study.

W: Oh? That’s interesting. I prefer to living in the dorm. I think I can go to the library for study. Well, before you move out of the dormitory, you need to consider the location and the rent of the apartment.

M: Yes. I am trying to find one. And I plan to find a part-time to pay for the rent.

W: That’s a good idea. Oh, I remembered one of my friends has an apartment for rent.

M: Really? It’s great!

W: Let’s go and look at it.

M: Great!

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

23. Where does John live now?  

24. What are the disadvantages of living in the dorm according to John? 

25. What suggestion does Lucy give to John on living outside? 

Section B: 

Directions：In this section you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One

If you are a young college student, most of your concerns about your health and happiness in life are probably focused on the present. Basically, you want to feel good physically, mentally, and emotionally now. You probably don’t spend much time worrying about the distant future, such as whether you will develop heart disease, or cancer, how you will take care of yourself in your retirement years, or how long you are going to live. Such thoughts may have crossed your mind once in a while. However, if you are in your thirties, forties, fifties, or older, such health-related thoughts are likely to become increasingly important to you. 

     Regardless of your age, you can make a number of important changes in your current lifestyle that will help you feel better physically and mentally. Recently, researchers have found that, even in late adulthood, exercise, strength training with weights, and better food can help elderly individuals significantly improve their health and add happiness to their life. We know much more about preventive health today than our parents and grandparents did in the past giving us the opportunity to avoid some of health problems that have troubled them. And this new knowledge can be transmitted to our children to help them become healthier than our generation. 
Questions 26 to 28are based on the conversation you have just heard.

26. For young college students, what do most of their concerns focus on?

27. Which one is not included on the factors, which can be helpful for improving health and add happiness to the young college students?

28. If we know more about how to prevent health problems, what we can do?

Passage Two

Protecting the environment is more important than economic development. First of all, there is a trade-off between economic development and environmental protection. The more economic activities we carry out, the more stress we place on the environment. Industrialization in many parts of the world, with its focus on development, has already caused serious global environmental problems. The earth’s natural resources are diminishing at an alarming rate and air and water pollution is taking its toll on people’s health. Economic development is not the end, but the means to improve people’s lives. If we pursue economic development at the cost of the environment, it defeats the purpose of development.

On the other hand, environmental problems will in turn hurt economic development. For example, global warming, which results from the emission of greenhouse gases, is causing climate change throughout the world. The environment is the foundation for economic development, but it cannot support uncontrolled development. If we want to have long-term economic growth, we have to put environmental protection before economic development.

To conclude, a healthy environment is the precondition for our well-being and a healthy economy. To ensure a healthy environment, we have to make environmental protection our priority and develop the economy within the ecological means of our planet. 

Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.
29. What’s said about protecting environment and economic development? 

30. What’s the impact of industrialization on the Earth? 

31. If we want to have long-term economic growth, what should we do?

Passage Three

    Modern scientists believe that humankind, like other animals, evolved through millions of years of changes and adaptations to the environment. Despite this similarity with other creatures, however, the evolution of humankind differs from that of other species in one important and unique way.

    In other species evolution has led to specialization, both in the species abilities and in its place within the environmental structure. For example, the giraffe is adapted to looking for grass on treetops. It is difficult to find food on shrubs. The same is true for countless other species.

For humankind, it is different. Our evolution had led to a very generalized capability. We have highly developed intelligence. At the same time, we have the ability to make and handle tools. We can do almost everything we like. Rather than evolving into a specialized role in balance with natural enemies, competitive species and environmental factor, humans evolved in such a way that we are capable of moving into every environment on Earth and even into space. Now, an imbalance between biotic protection and environmental resistance appears. 

Said another way, we see in humankind a tremendous imbalance between biotic potential and environmental resistance. The result is the rapidly increasing world population, frequently referred to as the population explosion. Further, to support our growing population, natural ecosystems are being increasingly displaced by human habitations, agriculture, and other human-supporting activities.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.
32. What is the similarity of evolution between the humankind and other animals? 

33. What’s the purpose of the example of the giraffe?

34. What’s the difference on evolution between humankind and animals? 

35. What can we learn from the passage?

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
   Almost all states in America have a state fair. They (36) last for one, two or three weeks. The Indiana state fair is one of the (37) largest and oldest state fairs in USA. It is held every summer. It started in 1852. Its goals were to (38) educate, share ideas, and (39) present Indiana’s best products. The cost of a (40) single ticket to enter the fair was 20 cents. During the early 1930’s, (41) officials of the fair ruled that the people could attend by paying with something other than money. With the passage of time, the fair has grown and changed a lot, but it’s still one of Indiana’s most (42) celebrated events. People from all over Indiana and from many other states (43) attend the fair. They can do many things at the fair. (44)The fair provides a chance for the farming communities to show its skills and faming products. For example, visitors might see the world’s largest apple, or the tallest sunflower plant. (45)Today, children and adults at the fair can play new computer games, or attend more traditional games of skill. They can watch performances performed by famous entertainers.  Experts say such fairs are important, (46) because people need to remember that they’re connected to the earth and its products, and they depend on animals for many things.


