
Listening Scripts (2)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

11. M: Here are two tickets for the concert this weekend. Would you like to go with me?

W: Yes, I’d like to. But I’ve got a paper to finish this weekend.

Q: What will the woman do this weekend?

12. W: We do need another bookshelf in this room, but the problem is the space for it. 

 M: How about moving the old dining table to the kitchen. 
   Q: What does the man suggest they should do?

13. M: The heat is simply unbearable here in summer. I wish we’d stayed in our hometown.

W: Well, with the museums and restaurants in Chicago, I’d be happy no matter what the temperature.

Q: What does the woman mean?

14. W: Would you please close the window? I feel a bit cold.

M: Oh, I’m sorry. Maybe you’d better put on your sweater. We need more fresh air.

Q: What does the man mean?

15. M: Please have a seat, Mr. Stevenson. I received your job resume last week and it was impressed. May I ask why you choose this small company?

   W: Your company has an impressive reputation and I have always wanted to work for a small company.

Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

16. W: Can you tell me why you charge me $5.50 on a $5.00 purchase? Did you make a mistake?

M: No, Madam, that’s the 10% sales tax. Maybe you are from out of town and don’t know about it.


Q: What does the man mean?

17. M: Susan was absent from class again, wasn’t she? I wonder why.


W: Well, I haven’t seen her for the whole week. So I called her this morning to see if she was sick. It turned out that her husband was badly injured in a car accident.


Q: What does the woman say about Susan?

18. W: I don’t understand how you got a ticket? I always thought you were a careful driver.


M: I usually am, but I thought I could make it before the light turned.


Q: What do we learn about the man?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: I understand you’d like to go for further study.

W: Yes, Professor Smith. I’d like to very much. Could you tell me where I might get
some information about colleges and universities?

M: Yes, the Internet should have some catalogs.

W: Thank you.

M: It’s my pleasure. Of course, you can also write directly to any university for its
catalogue.

W: Could you write a letter of recommendation for me? I am applying for admission
to the University of California for postgraduate studies.

M: Ah, that’s a good university. Sure, I’d be happy to write you one.

W: Thank you very much. When can I pick it up?

M: You don’t have to. American universities prefer to have a letter of
recommendation sent directly from the people who write them. Just leave me
some information about where you want it sent, and I’ll have it in the mail by
tomorrow afternoon.

Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

19. What do we learn from the conversation?

20. How can the woman get some information according to the man?

21. What does the woman ask the man to do?

22. What’s the probable relationship between the two speakers?

Conversation 2

M: What would you like to do this Sunday?

W: I'm not sure. Have you got any ideas?                       

M: I’d really like to play football with some friends. What do you think of that?

W: There’s nothing I like less than football.

M: I’m sorry you feel that way.                     

W: But I’m fond of climbing mountains. We could climb a mountain.

M: I’m afraid I don’t care for climbing mountains.

W: OK. What else would you enjoy doing?

M: I’m crazy about music. We could get together and sing with the guitar.

W: That’s all right, I guess.

M: You don’t sound very enthusiastic.

W: I can’t sing well, so I avoid singing.

M: Hey! Why don’t we have a picnic?

W: That’s a good idea! I like to go on picnics.

M: Let’s have it in the forest.

W: I don’t like the forest a bit, too cold.

M: I enjoy the sunny countryside. So let’s have it there.

W: That’s a terrific idea!

M: Then we are agreed?

W: Yes, Sunday at eight. I’ll tell the others. I’m pleased.

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

23. What are the two speakers talking about?

24. What does the woman think of football?

25. What do they finally decide to do on Sunday?

Section B: 

Directions：In this section，you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One

Albert Einstein had a great effect on science and history, greater than only a few other men have achieved. An American university president once commend that Einstein had created a new look, a new view of the universe. It may be time before the average mind understands fully the identity of time and space and so on ----- but even ordinary men understand now that the universe is something larger than ever thought before.

By 1914 the young Einstein had gained world fame. He accepted the offer to become a professor at the Prussian Academy of Sciences in Berlin. He had few duties, little teaching and unlimited opportunities for study, but soon his peace and quite were broken by the First World War.

Einstein hated violence. The misery of war affected him deeply, and he sat unhappily in his office doing little. He lost interest in his research. Only when peace came in 1918 was he able to get back to work.

In the years following World War I, honors were increasingly heaped on him. He became the head of the Kaiser Wilhelm institute of Theoretical Physics. In 1921 he won the Nobel Prize, and he was honored in Germany until the rise of the Nazism when he was driven from Germany because he was a Jew.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What can we learn about Albert Einstein from the passage?

27. When was Einstein able to get back to work?

28. Why was Einstein driven from Germany?

Passage Two

The first American woman to win the Nobel Prize was Jane Addams. However, Jane Addams is best known as the founder of Hull House. She was born in 1860, into a wealthy family. She was one of a small number of women in her generation to graduate from college. Her commitment to improving the lives of those around her led her to work for social reform.

In the 1880s Jane Addams traveled to Europe. While she was in London, she visited a “settlement house” called Toynbee Hall. Inspired by Toynbee Hall, Addams and her friend, Ellen Gates Starr, opened Hull House in a neighborhood of slums in Chicago in 1899. Hull House provided a day care center for children of working mothers, a community kitchen, and visiting nurses. Addams and her staff gave classes in English literacy, art, and other subjects. Hull House also became a meeting place for clubs and labor unions. Most of the people who worked with Addams in Hull House were well educated, middle-class women. Hull House gave them an opportunity to use their education and it provided a training ground for careers in social work.
Before World War I, Addams was probably the most beloved woman in America. In a newspaper poll that asked “Who among our contemporaries are of the most value to the community?”, Jane Addams was rated second, after Thomas Edison.

Questions 29 to 32 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. Who was the first American woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize?

30. When was Jane Addams born?

31. Where did Addams and her friend open Hull House?

32. Which of the following is true according to the passage?

Passage Three

Princeton, New Jersey, is a small quiet town of family homes, even though it does have a word-famous university. It is not a place where anyone would expect to see strange characters on the streets.

One day in 1940, a little girl in Princeton saw a funny-looking man coming towards her. His white hair was wild and seemed to be standing straight out. His clothes were much too big and seemed to have been pulled on like a blanket over him. He was short and he had a big nose and deep-set eyes. He was not looking anywhere. It was clear that he was thinking deeply. He almost ran into the girl before he saw her. He smiled at her, then walked on and went on thinking. The girl turned around to get another look at the strange old man. She noticed that he was wearing his bedroom slippers.

That night at dinner, the girl told her family about the strange, funny man she had seen. “He was almost like a character out of a fairy story,” she exclaimed. To her surprise, her father put up his knife and fork, looked at her, then said, “my child, remember this: today you saw one of the greatest men in the world.”
The “strange character” was Albert Einstein, the world-famous scientist.

Questions 33 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

33. Which of the following is not true about Princeton, New Jersey?

34. What happened to the little girl one day?
35. How did the girl know who the funny-looking man was?

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
What makes a person a scientist? Does he have ways or tools of learning that are (36) different from those of others? The answer is “no”. It is not the tools a (37) scientist uses but how he uses tools that makes him a scientist. You will probably agree that knowing how to (38) investigate is important to everyone. The scientist, however, goes one step (39) further: he must be sure that he has a (40) reasonable answer to his question and that his answer can be (41) confirmed by other persons. He also works to fit the answers he gets to many (42) questions into a large set of ideas about how the world works.

The scientist’s (43) knowledge must be exact. (44) There is no room for half right or right just half the time. He must be as nearly right as the conditions permit. If the conditions are different, any changes (45) the scientist observes in a demonstration must be explained by the changes in the conditions. This is one reason that investigations are important in science. Albert Einstein, (46) who developed the theory of relativity, arrived at this theory through mathematics. The accuracy of his mathematics was later tested through investigations. Einstein’s ideas were shown to be correct. A scientist uses many tools for measurements. Then the measurements are used to make mathematical calculations that may test his investigation. 


