
Listening Scripts (3)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

11. M: How long can I keep these books?

W: Two weeks. Then you will be fined for everyday they are overdue.

Q: Where does the conversation most probably take place?

12. W: What will you do if you were in my place? 

M: If Paul were my son, I’d just not worry. Now that his teacher is giving him
extra help and he is working hard himself, he’s sure to do well in the next exam.

   Q: What’ s the man’s suggestion to the woman?

13. M: If I were you, I should take a plane instead of a train. It will take a whole day to get there.

W: But flying makes me so nervous.

Q: What does the woman prefer to do?

14. W: I think this film is really wonderful. Beautiful scene, impressing music and touching story, everything is so great.

M: You can say that again.

Q: What does the man mean?

15. M: When can the doctors see me?
   W: He won’t be available until tomorrow.

   Q: What does the woman mean?

16. W: I just received an E-mail from one of my former classmates. I was surprised. We hadn’t heard from each other for ages.

   M: Well, I've been out of touch with most of my old friends. Only one or two still drop me a line occasionally.

   Q: What does the man mean?

17. M: Have you passed all your exams yet?

   W: I got an A in physics and two Bs in history and English. But I have to take the math exam again.

Q: What do we learn about the woman?

18. W: I have an elderly mother and I’m worried about her going on a plane. Is there any risk?


M: Not if her heart is all right. If she has a heart condition, I’d recommend against it.


Q: What does the man mean?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

Conversation one
M: Did you see that program about the environment last night? It was so interesting!

W: Yeah, I know. The amazing Amazon! I never knew it was the biggest jungle in Brazil.

M: Yeah, but I was very shocked to learn from the program that the Eastern European countries are so polluted.

W: Heavy metals from coal mining have heavily polluted much of the area's waters.

M: They said that the rivers and plants and forests are so polluted that they are all dead.

W: Yeah, biologically dead.

M: I found the section on Ghana and Indonesia the most informative and amazing.

W: Oh, I must have missed that part because I was having dinner.

M: It was quite alarming in some parts. They were talking about how the explosive population growth of Ghana has caused removal of the forests.

W: How are they going to regenerate the land?

M: The government has sponsored the growing of crops to increase money and encourage tree planting.

W: What about Indonesia? Don't they have a population problem too?

M: Yes. In fact, a very bad one. They said it was because Islam frowns on birth control and most Indonesians are Muslims.

W: What is the government doing to convert their thinking?

M: They have massive advertisements everywhere offering free trips to Mecca, the birthplace of Islam.

W: Free holidays! I'm sure it'll reach its targets soon with that initiative.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
19. What did the man think about the program on the environment?

20. Which of the following areas is the most polluted?

21. How is Ghana going to regenerate land?

22. What did the woman think about the Indonesian government's effort to convert the thinking of its citizens? 
Conversation 2

M: Hey, that’s a beautiful bag you’ve got! Is it genuine Louis Vuitton?

W: No, are you kidding? I can’t afford the real thing. It’s a fake that I got at a street market on the cheap.                       

M: But don’t you feel bad supporting pirates? 

W: So should we all drive expensive cars. There are those who can afford to and those who can’t. Pirated stuff is for those too poor to afford the real thing.
M: I think it is illegal.                     

W: What? Illegal to want to look good?
M: No, illegal to own, sell, and above all, manufacture fakes. It’s like copyright----if you author a book, you don’t want someone else to sell it for their own profits, do you?
W: I see what you mean about books, but if I write a novel, I hope it’s read by as many people as possible so I price it so that it’s accessible to the most. But luxury items are priced beyond most people’s means----they are not intended for the general public but for the elite few. And that’s why I don’t care about supporting pirated luxury items.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

23. Why doesn’t the woman buy genuine Louis Vuitton?

24. How does the man think about pirated stuff?

25. What kind of people are the luxury items intended for?

Section B: 

Directions：In this section，you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One

You probably have noticed that people express similar ideas in different ways, depending on the situations they are in. This is very natural. All languages have two general levels of usage – a formal level and an informal level. English is no exception. The difference in these two levels is the situation in which you use a particular level. Formal language is the kind of language you find in textbooks, reference books and in business letters. You would also use formal English in compositions and essays that you write in school. Informal language is used in conversation with colleagues, family members and friends, and when we write personal notes or letters to close friends.
　　Formal language is different from informal language in several ways. First, formal language tends to be more polite. What we may find interesting is that it usually takes more words to be polite. For example, I might say to a friend or a family member “Close the door, please.” But to a stranger, I probably would say, “Would you mind closing the door?” Another difference between formal and informal language is some of the vocabulary. There are bound to be some words and phrases that belong in formal language and others that are informal. Let’s say that I really like soccer. If I am talking to my friend, I might say, “I am just crazy about soccer.” But if I were talking to my boss, I would probably say, “I really enjoy soccer.”

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What are the two levels of language usage?

27. When can you use formal English?

28. What is interesting about language usage?

Passage Two

In 1939 two brothers, Mac and Dick McDonald, started a drive-in restaurant in San Bernardino, California. They carefully chose a busy corner for their location. They had run their own businesses for years, but in this new operation, they offered a new, shortened menu: French fries, hamburgers, and sodas. To this small selection they added one new concept: quick service, no waiters or waitresses, and no tips.

Their hamburgers sold for fifteen cents. Cheese was another four cents. Their French fries and hamburgers had a remarkable uniformity. Their new drive-in became incredibly popular, particularly for lunch. People drove up by the hundreds during the busy noontime. The self-service restaurant was so popular that the brothers had allowed ten copies their restaurant to be opened. They were content with this modest success until they met Ray Kroc.

Kroc, a salesman, met the McDonald brothers in 1954. He quickly saw the unique appeal of the brothers’ fast-food restaurants and bought the right to run other copies of their restaurants. Today McDonald’s is really a household name. Its names for its sandwiches have come to mean hamburger in the decades since the day Ray Kroc watched people rush up to order fifteen-cent hamburgers. In 1976, McDonald’s had over 1 billion in total sales. Its first twenty-two years is one of the most incredible success stories in modern American business history.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. In what aspect is MacDonald brothers’ restaurant different from other restaurants?

30. Which of the following does not contribute to the popularity of the new

   drive-in?

31. What is the passage mainly about?

Passage Three

There are 17 kinds of penguins in the world. All of them live in the southern hemisphere. Only a few species live on the continent of Antarctica at the bottom of the world. The emperor penguins are the species. They are about 100 centimeters tall and weigh about 30 kilograms. Their special method of mating makes them different from all other penguins.

For thousands of years the emperor penguins have lived on the freezing continent of Antarctica. These black and white birds live in large groups or colonies. There are about 40 emperor penguin colonies on Antarctica. In total there are about 400,000 birds.

These birds spend the summer swimming in the ocean search of food such as fish and squid. Penguins are not able to fly, but they are excellent swimmers. They can dive as deep as 460 meters and hold their breath for up to 20 minutes. But when summer ends, so does this easy time spent by the water. The penguins jump out of the water and onto the ice. They know it is time to find a mate and reproduce. 

In order to mate, the penguins must travel many kilometers inland from the ocean. They do this to find a safe area to spend the many months needed to produce and develop an egg. They must find an area with some shelter from the freezing winds.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. Where do penguins live?

33. What makes the emperor penguins different from all other penguins?

34. How long can penguins hold their breath in the water?

35. Why must the penguins travel many kilometers inland from the ocean?

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
The most common form of (36) entertainment in the U.S. is television. Nearly everyone watches television at some (37) regular time in their daily lives, (38) whether in the morning, at night or on (39) weekends. Most (40) families have color televisions.
Since its (41) beginning, the television industry in the U.S. has been (42) controlled by three companies. The three national (43) networks are ABC, American Broadcasting Company, CBS, Columbia Broadcasting System and NBC, National Broadcasting Company. Each network competes for a larger percentage of the television audience (44) by trying to present programs with wide popular appeal. The programs are financed by advertising. Companies pay the television networks to display their products on television. The more popular a program is, (45) the higher the network can charge a company for commercials during the program. There is also a public television network. It has no commercials. Instead it receives financial support from the government, some private corporations and individual donations.

Recently, a new type of television network has been gaining popularity. These networks are called cable television. (46) Cable television companies sell television programming directly to the public. The viewer pays a monthly fee to the company. The company installs a special line to his television set to receive the programs which he has paid the company to watch.
