
Listening Scripts (4)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 
Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations.. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.
11. M: Would you like a copy of Professor Smith’s article?

   W: Thanks, if it’s not too much trouble.

   Q: What does the woman imply?

12. W: Did you visit the Television Tower when you had your vacation in Shanghai last summer?

   M: I couldn’t make it last June. But I finally visited it two months later. I plan to visit it again sometime next year.

   Q: What do we learn about the man?

13. M: Prof. Kennedy has been very busy this semester. As far as I know, he works until mid-night every day.

   W: I wouldn’t have troubled him so much if I had known he was so busy.

   Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

14. W: If I were you, I would have accepted the job.

   M: I turned down the offer because it would mean frequent business trips away from my family:

   Q: Why didn’t the man accept the job?

15. M: How are you getting on with your essay, Mary? I’m having a real hard time with mine.

   W: After two sleepless nights, I’m finally through with it.

   Q: What do we learn from this conversation?

16. M: Wouldn’t you get bored with the same routine year after year teaching the same things to children?

   W: I don’t think it would be as boring as working in an office. Teaching is more stimulating.

   Q: What does the woman imply about office work?

17. W: Oh, it’s so cold. We haven’t had such a severe winter for so long, have we?

   M: Yes, the forecast says it’s going to get worse before it warms up.

   Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

18. M: You were seen hanging about the store on the night when it was robbed,             weren’t you?

   W: Me? You must have made a mistake. I was at home that night.

   Q: What are they talking about?
Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: I understand you’d like to go for further study.

W: Yes, Professor Smith. I’d like to very much. Could you tell me where I might get some information about colleges and universities?

M: Yes, the Internet should have some catalogs.

W: Thank you.

M: It’s my pleasure. Of course, you can also write directly to any university for its catalogue.

W: Could you write a letter of recommendation for me? I am applying for admission to the University of California for postgraduate studies.

M: Ah, that’s a good university. Sure, I’d be happy to write you one.

W: Thank you very much. When can I pick it up?

M: You don’t have to. American universities prefer to have a letter of recommendation sent directly from the people who write them. Just leave me some information about where you want it sent, and I’ll have it in the mail by tomorrow afternoon.

Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. What’s the relationship between the two speakers?

20. Where can he get the information about colleges and universities?

21. What does the woman ask the man to do?

22. When does the man send the letter? 

Conversation 2 

W: Hello, this is Dr. Green’s office. May I help you?

M: I’d like to make an appointment to see the doctor.

W: Well, what’s wrong with you?

M: I’ve had severe pains in my throat.

W: What time do you think is convenient?

M: I really am in pain so I would like an appointment as soon as possible.

W: What about tomorrow morning?

M: Yes, that would be fine.

W: Is 9:30 okay?

M: Okay.

W: I need some information for your record. Could you please give me your full name, address, phone number and insurance coverage?

M: Sure.

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

23. What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

24. Where is the man’s pain?

25. What is the man going to do? 

Section B: 
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet 2.
Passage One


There are three groups of English learners: beginners, intermediate learners, and learners of special English. Beginners need to learn the basics of English. Students who have reached an intermediate level benefit from learning general English skills. But what about student who want to learn specialist English for their work or professional life? Most students, who fit into this third group have a clear idea about what they want to learn. A bank clerk, for example, wants to use this specialist vocabulary and technical terms of finance. But for teachers, deciding how to teach specialist English is not always so easy. For a start, the variety is enormous. Every field from airline pilots to secretaries has its own vocabulary and technical terms. Teachers also need to have an up-to-date knowledge of that specialist language, and not many teachers are exposed to working environments outside the classroom. These issues have influenced the way specialist English is taught in schools. This type of course is usually known as English for Specific Purposes, or ESP and there aren't ESP courses for almost every area of professional and working life. In Britain, for example, there are courses, which teach English for doctors, lawyers, reporters, travel agents and people working in the hotel industry. By far, the most popular ESP courses are for business English.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What is the characteristic of learners of special English?

27. Who needs ESP courses most?

28. What are the most popular ESP courses in Britain?

Passage Two


Sports and games are very useful for character-training. In their lessons, boys and girls may learn about such virtues as unselfishness, courage, discipline and love of one’s country. But what is learned in books cannot have the same deep effect on a child as what is learned by experience. As most of the pupils’ time is spent in classes studying lessons, the ordinary school can't give much practical training for their lives in the future. So it is what the pupils do in the spare time that really prepares them to take their places in society as citizens when they grow up. If each of them learns to go all out for his team and not for himself on the football field, he will later find it natural to work for the good of his country instead of only for his own benefit. 

Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard. 

29. What is the speaker's opinion about learning from books? 

30. Why isn't ordinary day school able to give pupils much training for their future        lives? 

31. What can help to develop a child's love of his country according to the speaker?

Passage Three


As the car industry develops, traffic accidents have become as familiar as the common cold. Yet their cause and control remain a serious problem that is difficult to solve.

    Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has multiple causes. At the very least it is a problem that involves three factors: the driver, the vehicle and the roadway. If all drivers exercised good judgment at all times, there would be few accidents. But this is rather like saying that if all people were honest, there would be no crime. Improved design has helped to make highways much safer. But the toll of accidents continues to rise because of human failure and an enormous increase in the number of automobiles on the road. Attention is now turning increasingly to the third factor of the accident: the car itself. Since people assume that the accidents are bound to occur, they want to know how cars can be built better to protect the drivers.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What does the speaker think are the causes of automobile accidents?

33. What measure has been taken to reduce car accidents?

34. What remains an important factor for the rising number of road accidents?

35. What's the focus of people’ attention today according to the passage?
Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
The (36) origin of language is a mystery. All we really know is that men, (37) unlike animals, somehow invented certain sounds to express thoughts and feelings, actions and things, so that they could (38)communicate with each other; and that later they agreed upon certain (39) signs, called letters, which could be combined to (40 )represent those sounds and which could be written down. Those sounds, whether spoken, or written in letters, we call words.

    The (41) power of words, then, lies in their (42) associations--the things they bring up before our minds. Words become (43) filled with meaning for us by experience; and the longer we live, (44) the more certain words recall to us the glad and sad events of our past; and the more we read and learn, the more the number of words that mean something to us increases.

Great writers are those who not only have great thoughts (45) but also express these thoughts in words which appeal powerfully to our minds and emotions. This charming and telling use of words is what we call literary style. Above all, the real poet is a master of words. (46) He can convey his meaning in words which sing like music, and which can move men to tears by their position and association. We should, therefore, learn to choose our words carefully and use them accurately, or they will make our speech silly and vulgar.

