
Listening Scripts (Final Test)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause, you must read the four choices with A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer, then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.
11. M: I don’t think I can handle all of these books for this course.

W: I found that you don’t have to read them thoroughly. Just skim through and get the major points.

Q: Where does the woman suggest the man to do?

12. W: If it hadn’t been snowing so hard, I would have been on time when I went to work.

 M: It’s too bad you didn’t make it. The boss is waiting for you.

 Q: What can we learn from the conversation?

13. M: Our headmaster has been busy since last month. He never stops working twelve o’clock at night as far as I know.

W: I shall never have troubled him so much, had I known he was busy.

Q: What can we learn from the conversation?

14. W: What is it that you enjoy driving a taxi?

M: Well, I mean you do it for money, obviously, like most jobs. But I enjoy being my own boss. And you’re very much in control of what you do.

Q: What does the man mean?

15. M: Lots of people enjoy dancing, do you?
   W: Believe it or not, that is the last thing I want to do.

   Q: What does the woman mean?

16. W: If I were you, I’d be more careful about locking the door at night.
   M: Don’t worry. No one will break in.

   Q: What does the woman mean?

17. M: It’s good you brought the book back.

   W: I thought you might need the novels this weekend. Thanks for letting me use them.

Q: What do we learn about the woman?

18. W: I’m worried about sending my son to college. Most college students are so wild nowadays.


M: Only a few are. Most students are busy studying.


Q: What does the man mean?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: I’d like to see the personal manager, please.

W: Oh, Yes. Have a seat then, sir. 

M: Thank you. I came in answer to your ad for a salesman.
W: What qualifications do you have for department store work?

M: I worked in a small department store last Christmas vacation, and my major in       university is business administration.

W: In what department did you work?
M: Man’s clothing.

W: We don’t have any vacancies there at present. Do you happen to know anything      about sporting items?
M: Well, I’m a big sports fan, if that’s any qualification.
W: Sounds great. How soon would you be able to start to work?

M: As soon as possible----this afternoon if you like.

W: We usually need to get some information before we employ a person, you can fill out an application form right away. We’ll go over your reference while you’re going through your period of training. What do you think? 
M: On top of the world. Then I’m about to start training at once?

W: No, tomorrow morning will be soon enough. Report here at 9:30, and you’ll receive full pay during your three days of training. I hope you’ll enjoy working with us.

M: I’m sure I will. Thank you very much.

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. Why does the man want to see the manager?
20. In what department will the man probably work?
21. When can the man start his training?
Conversation 2

M: Come in, Joan. Have you finished that report for me yet?

W: Yes, Mr. Canfield, but I haven’t had time to prepare the sales figures yet, I’m afraid.
M: That’s all right. I know you’ve been busy. I believe you’ve moved to a new house.

W: Not quite, we’re moving next week. We’ve been in our present house since 1987 and it’s gotten too small for us now.

M: Well, I hope the new place suits you better.

W: I think so. It’s taken us six months to find a bigger place that we like ----one with a bigger garden. Since the children have grown they need a lot more space.

M: Well, the best of luck with the new place -- I hope the move goes well.

W: Thanks. Oh, by the way, I’ve sent a copy of the report to Mr. Hansen --is that OK?

M: Yes, good idea. Miss Grace, our sales director, has just asked me about it in fact. They’ve already decided to accept whatever suggestions you’ve made, so they obviously trust your judgment.

W: That’s good. I’ll go and make a start on the sales figures now then.

M: OK Joan. I’ll see you later when you’ve finished them.

Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

22. What is the woman going to do next week?
23. How does the woman think about her present house?
24. How long did the woman find a bigger house? 

25. Who is Miss Grace?
Section B: 

Directions：In this section，you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B)，C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One

A third of Britons are overweight, states a report published in January by the Royal College of Physicians, the result of an 18-month-long study. About 5% of children weigh too much, and are likely to stay that way for life; in the mid-twenties age group the proportion of fat people rises to a third, and of the middle-age population half are overweight.

Fat people risk severe health problems, says the report, including high blood pressure, breathlessness, and various forms of heart disease. Smoking is particularly risky for overweight people.

The safest way to lose weight is to eat cereals, bread, fruit and vegetables, and cut down on fatty meats, butter and sweet foods. Current diets do far more harm than good; slimming machines that vibrate muscles have not been proved useful; saunas (蒸气浴) merely remove a little body water, and health farms, says the report, serve as expensive holidays.

The report emphasizes that exercise is most important to health. Though it doesn’t necessarily reduce weight, it maintains the correct proportion of body fat to body muscle. And it isn’t only for the young. From middle age a minimum of 20 minutes of gentle physical jerks should be practiced three times a week. The report also advocates several public health measures to combat the high prevalence of overweight in this country.

Questions 26 to 29 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What severe health problems do fat people risk?

27. What is the safest way to lose weight?

28. What is most important to health according to the passage?

29. What is the passage mainly about?

Passage Two

Have you ever found your mind a million miles away while someone was making a speech in a meeting? You probably felt sorry and made up your mind to pay attention and never have daydreaming again. Most of us, from earliest school days, have been told that daydreaming is a waste of time.

Early experts in psychology paid no attention to the importance of daydreams or even considered them harmful. At one time daydreaming was thought to be a cause of some mental illness. They did not have a better understanding of daydreams until the late 1980s. Eric Klinger, a professor of psychology, said, “Daydreaming is one of the main ways that we organize our lives, learn from our experience, and plan for our futures... Daydreams really are a window on the things we fear and the things we long for in life.”

Daydreams are usually very simple and direct, quite unlike sleep dreams, which may be hard to understand. It’s easier to gain a deep understanding of your life by paying close attention to your daydreams than by examining your sleep dreams carefully. Daydreams help you recognize the difficult situations on your life and find out a possible way of handling them.

Daydreams cannot be predicted; they move off in unexpected directions which may be creative and full of useful ideas. For many famous artists and scientists, daydreams are a main source of creative energy.
Questions 30 to 32 are based on the passage you have just heard.

30. What did early experts think about daydreaming?

31. In what way are daydreams different from sleep dreams?

32. Why does the author say daydreams cannot be predicted?

Passage Three

Time spent in a bookshop can be most enjoyable, whether you are a book-lover or only there to buy a book as a present. You may even have entered the shop just to find shelter from a sudden shower. Whatever the reason, you can soon become totally unaware of your surroundings. The desire to pick up a book with an attractive design is irresistible although this method of selecting ought not to be followed, as you might end up with a rather uninteresting book. You soon become lost in some book or other, and usually it is only much later that you realize you have spent far too much time there and must hurry to keep some forgotten appointment----without buying a book, of course.

The opportunity to escape the realities of everyday life is, I think, the main attraction of a bookshop. There are not many places where it is possible to do this. If it is a good shop, no assistant will approach you with the greeting: “Can I help you, sir?” You needn’t buy anything you don’t want. In a bookshop, an assistant should remain in the background until you have finished reading. You may want to find out where a particular section is. Then, and only then, are his services necessary. But when he has led you there, the assistant should leave politely and look as if he is not interested in selling a single book.

Questions 33 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

33. Which of the following is probably not the reason for you to enter a bookshop?

34. What is the main attraction of a bookshop?

35. When is the shop assistant’s service necessary?

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

A major new study shows American children spend more time than ever and at a (36) younger age than ever at home watching television, listening to music and radio, using computers and playing video games. The study also (37) indicates that much of this time is spent without parental (38) supervision. Zlatica Hoke reports the new findings are causing the debate over how much (39) influence the media --especially violent shows and games--have on young people’s (40) behavior today.
     The study, (41) sponsored by the Kaiser Family Foundation, finds that many American children today have bedrooms that are fully (42) equipped media centers. They have multiple channel televisions, CD and video players, radios, computers and other electronic gadgets. The study shows kids, aged two to eighteen; spend an (43) average of almost five and a half hours daily using electronic media for recreation. (44) They spend most of that time -- almost two and a half hours a day -- watching television. Listening to music takes the second place at 48 minutes a day. (45)Although they still read for fun- on average 44 minutes a day, a growing number of kids spend a lot of time playing computers and video games. Concerned parents, family advocacy groups and some educators contend that the media entertainment for young people contains too much violence. (46) Therefore, many people link exposure to violent TV, computer and video programming, combined with the availability of firearms, to the rise in violent juvenile crime in the United States.

