
Listening Scripts (2)
Part III. Listening Comprehension 

Section A: 

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause, you must read the four choices with A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer, then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.
11. A: How’s your talk with Professor Johnson about your essay?

B: He only shows me my errors and never says anything about my good points.
Q: How is Professor Johnson’s attitude toward the essay?
12. A: What do you think about this novel?

B: The plot is moving and the language is easy-going.
Q: What’s B’s attitude about the novel?
13. A: Do you think they’ll consider my application for an assistantship?

   B: Probably they will at the end of this term.

   Q: Will A’s application for an assistantship be considered?

14. A: I heard you’re going to travel in Switzerland.

   B: I am going there, but I'm going to be an international student there.

   Q: Why is B going to Switzerland?
15. A: I would like to get some information on what I need to do to apply to your school for postgraduate program.

   B: Oh, for that you need to dial the number 777-4130.

   Q: What does A want to get?

16. A: Writing is the easiest test for me, do you like writing in the test?

B: To tell you the truth, I like true-false or multiple choices and matching better.

   Q: What question or questions does B like?

17. A: Why is the test this time not the same with what we used to do? 
   B: Some subjective items such as writing or question and answer are also added to test the all-round ability of the students.
   Q: What’s difference between the test this time and previous ones? 

18. A: You look so happy, what’s the good news?
   B: I just got the enrollment notice from Fudan University.

   Q: Why is B so happy?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation One
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. Why was the student late?
20. What were mailed to first year students?

21. What other information does the student want to know?
22. Where can the student pay for the courses?

	Advisor:
	Hello, are you Karen Beauchamp?

	Student:
	Yes, I am. I am sorry I’m late for my appointment but there was an incident on the bridge and traffic was backed up.

	Advisor:
	That’s okay. I am Rodney. How can I help you?

	Student:
	How are my registration and time determined?

	Advisor:
	Are you a first year student?

	Student:
	Yes, I am.

	Advisor:
	First year student are mailed a designated date and specific time with their admission letter. Have you received your admission letter?

	Student:
	Yes, I have, but I also have some questions on how to pay for the courses. How do I pay if I don’t use a credit card?

	Advisor:
	Other options are, by going to a bank and paying the teller the amount on your course confirmation slip, or by coming to the campus and paying in-person at the student services building on the third floor.


Conversation Two
	Student:
	Oh, hi, this book is due today, and I am not quite finished with it. Is it possible to get it renewed?

	Librarian:
	Hmm, French Art & Architecture of the 19th Century. I’ll have to check to see if that’s possible. Can I have the book and your library card please?

	Student:
	Sure, here you are. I just need it for a few more days if possible.

	Librarian:
	Well, first, this book is one week late, and not due today as you thought. It appears you have your dates mixed up. There are also a few requests for this book so it is now on hold for the next person. Now there’s a small fine on your card of $ 1.40 for the overdue book, would you like to pay this today?

	Student:
	Umm, so if I pay the fine today, can I take this book out again?

	Librarian:
	You won’t be able to take this book out again until all the other people who have placed holds on it have signed it out.

	Student:
	Oh, okay.


Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 

23. What is the content of the book?

24. When was this book due?
25. Can the student borrow the book immediately after he pays the fine?

Section B: 
Directions In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C)，and D). Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.

Passage One

As anyone who’s ever raised a child can testify, parents sometimes need a bit of help and advice. After all, kids don’t come with a user manual.
   A new website launched Wednesday – with advertising and a big boost from venture capital - is designed to provide a bit of help and support. Education.com is an editorial site with over 4,000 reference articles about raising kids, along with online communities in which parents can interact with each other, and with education experts.
    The goal of the site, according to founder and CEO Ron Fortune, is to build “a one stop online destination targeting parents to supplement education so that students can be more successful in school as well as in life.” 
    The site’s articles tend to be short and to the point – perhaps not as much detail as some people would want, but they're well written and tightly edited which is generally a good thing. 
For example, one article on the site, “Can TV Teach Your Kid to Read,” addresses that weighty subject in only 348 words – hardly enough to cover the entire subject, but enough to provide reference to a couple of studies and provide food for thought. 
    The site has resources for kids with special needs whether that’s autistic kids, gifted kids or kids with behavioral disorders. Again, there isn’t a great deal of depth in each article, but there are links to specialized information when appropriate. 
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What is the purpose of the website mentioned in the passage?

27. What is the characteristic of the articles in the website mentioned?

28. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

Passage Two

State school pupils too often face an unfair fight to get into top universities because of the system of using personal statements of achievements to distinguish between those with equal academic attainment, a leading education charity has warned.

The Sutton Trust is urging Ucas, which administers university entries, to revise the system, arguing that private school students not only tend to submit more carefully-crafted statements but generally have a more privileged set of experiences about which to boast such as work experience at blue chip employers.

As an example of the sorts of disparities visible, the report cites one private school pupil who recounts work experience for a designer in London, on the trading floor of a financial broker, at a BBC radio station and in a City law firm, contrasting this with a state student who discusses a school trip to Cadbury World.

The trust says the system could be made fairer by asking applicants to describe what talents and attributes they would bring rather than describing prior achievements, with a limit on the number of experiences listed. State schools could offer better support in helping pupils with statements while admissions tutors could take more account of an applicants’ social background.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. What is the main idea of the passage?
30. Which of the following statements is false?

31. How could the admission system be improved according the trust?

Passage Three

There was one thing I found rather strange on my first day there. The bathroom was directly above the kitchen and when Mrs. Woolf was having her bath before breakfast I could, through the thin floor, hear her talking to herself, asking questions and giving herself the answers. When Mr. Woolf saw that I looked surprised he told me that Mrs. Woolf always said the sentences out loud that she had written during the night. She needed to know if they sounded right and the bath was a good place for trying them out. Every morning, when we carried the breakfast trays to Mrs. Woolf’s room, I noticed that she had always been working during the night. There were pencils and paper beside her bed so that when she woke up she could work, and sometimes it seemed as though she had very little sleep. Mrs. Woolf’s bedroom was outside the house in the garden. I used to think how inconvenient it must be to have to go out in the rain to go to bed. Her bedroom had been added on the back of the house; the door faced the garden and a window at the side opened out onto a field. I remembered that a cow came one night and put its head in through the window. It amused Mrs. Woolf very much. But in case it happened again, Mr. Woolf bought the field and added pat of it to the garden. Because the writing room was small, he had a larger one built for her at the end of the garden against the church wall.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What might Mrs. Woolf be?

33. What’s true about Mrs.Woolf each morning?

34. How did Mrs.Woolf feel when a cow put its head into the bedroom?

35. Why did Mr. Woolf buy the field?

Section C:  Spot Dictation
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blank numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
Everything about California’s school system is (36) complicated, starting with the question of how bad its (37) public schools are. Comparisons show that students in California fare worse than the national (38) average in mathematics, reading, science and writing. But the numbers are unfair, says John Mockler, an expert in Californian education who has been (39) following its fortunes since the 1960s. For instance, half of California’s pupils are Hispanic, and 40% of those hardly speak English. Most other states don’t face this problem.

Nonetheless, there is a broad (40) consensus that California’s public schools are not what they could be, nor what they used to be. California (41) ranks 47th among the 50 states and the (42) District of Columbia in spending per pupil ($7,886, against an average of $11,397). It ranks last in the number of students per teacher: California’s legislative (43) analyst estimates that most classes have 28-31 pupils. And (44) it ranks 42nd in the proportion of pupils who graduate  (63%, against a national average of 69%).
Indeed, it would appear that California, at some point in the past generation, (45)_must have decided to reduce the investment in its children and to rearrange resources to such things as prisons. When Mr. Mockler first started examining school finance in the 1960s, California spent about 5.6% of personal income on schools. It now spends 3.5%. (46) For a state that sees itself as a pioneer of the global “knowledge economy”, that seems unreasonable. 

