Unit 1 College Life
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.

11. M: I’ve been trying every bookstore in town for a copy of the chemistry textbook. The school’s bookstore ran out for quite some time.


W: Have you tried the one near the Sam’s? I heard they still have a few copies left.


Q: What does the woman suggest the man do?

12. M: I paid 50 dollars for these books at the Eaglewood Bookstore. They’re really too expensive.


W: Too expensive? They cost a lot more in other bookstores.


Q: What does the woman mean?

13. W: Look, it says they want a junior sales manager, and it looks like it’s a big company. That’d be good. You might get to travel.


M: Do they say anything about experience?


Q: What are they talking about?

14. W: Could you post this parcel for me when you go out for lunch?


M: I wish I could, but there’s always a very long queue during lunch time.


Q: What does the man mean?

15. M: Hey, you should be doing your art class now. Why are you here?


W: I realized I have no talent for drawing. Drama is a better alternative than those brushes.


Q: What does the woman mean?

16. W: Professor Johnston has been very busy this month. I’ve heard that he stays up very late every night.


M: If I had known this I wouldn’t have troubled him so much.


Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

17. W: One of the members of the dormitory council is quitting. Do you know of anyone who would be interested in taking her place?


M: I’m not sure. But I’ll certainly keep an eye out for you.


Q: What will the man probably do?

18. M: I have never understood how to use the card catalogue, and I need this information today.


W: Why not pick up one of the guidebooks at the front desk? It will help you, I’m sure.

Q: Where does the conversation happen?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: Let’s discuss your educational background, Ms. Kelly. You were an English major, weren’t you?

W: Yes. That’s right. It was my best subject at college.

M: Fine. And could you tell me what kind of work experience you’ve had?

W: My last position was with Loomis and Martin. That’s a law firm in Sacramento.

M: And when was that exactly?

W: From 2007 to 2012.

M: Uh huh.

W: Before that I worked for Bishop and Baldwin. That was from 2005 to 2007. And I’ve been doing freelance work for the last few months.

M: Well, Ms. Kelly, your qualifications for the job are excellent. Could you tell me what kind of salary you are expecting?

W: Well, in my last job I was making $3,500 a month. I understand that this position has a starting salary of around $3,600.

M: That’s right.

W: That would be fine with me.

M: And is there anything you’d like to ask about the job?

W: Yes, I’d like to know if the company provides opportunities for further education.

M: Yes, our employees are allowed to take up to six hours a week at full pay to attend college courses.

W: That’s very generous.

M: Is there anything else you’d like to know?

W: No, not at this time.

M: Well, I’ve enjoyed meeting and talking with you. We’ll call you within the week.

W: Thank you. I appreciate the time you’ve given me.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
19. Where did Ms. Kelly work from 2007 to 2012?

20. How long did Ms. Kelly work for Bishop and Baldwin?

21. What kind of salary is Kelly expecting for the prospective job?

22. What’s the advantage of taking the job?
Conversation 2

W: Oh, hi Bob. Long time no see!

M: Hi, Jane. I was in the neighborhood, so I thought I’d drop by.

W: Come on in. Take a seat. Would you like anything to drink? I have Sprite and orange juice.

M: Sprite would be fine. Uh, so, how have you been?

W: Oh, not bad. And you?

M: Oh, I’m doing okay, but school has been really hectic these days, and I haven’t had time to relax.

W: By the way, what’s your major anyway?

M: Hotel Management.

W: Well, what do you want to do after you graduate?

M: Uh… I haven’t decided for sure, but I think I’d like to work for a hotel or travel agency in this area. How about you?

W: Well, when I first started college, I wanted to major in French, but I realized I might have a hard time finding a job using the language, so I changed my major to Computer Science. With the right skills, landing a job in the computer industry shouldn’t be as difficult.

M: So, do you have a part-time job to support yourself through school?

W: Well, fortunately for me I received a four-year academic scholarship that pays for all of my tuition and books.

M: Wow. That’s great.

W: Yeah. How about you? Are you working your way through school?

M: Yeah. I work three times a week at a restaurant near campus.

W: Oh. What do you do there?

M: I’m a cook.

W: How do you like your job?

M: It’s okay. The other staff are friendly, and the pay isn’t bad.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
23. What is the woman majoring in?

24. What does the man want to do after he graduates?

25. How does a four-year academic scholarship support the woman?

Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.
Passage One

During the summer session there will be a revised schedule of services for the university community. Specific changes for intercampus bus services, cafeteria, summer hours for the infirmary and recreational and athletic facilities will be posted on the bulletin board outside of the cafeteria. Weekly movie and concert schedules which are in the process of being arranged will be posted each Wednesday outside of the cafeteria.

Intercampus buses will leave the main hall every hour on the half hour and make all of the regular stops on their route around the campus. The cafeteria will serve breakfast, lunch and early dinner from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. during the week and from noon to 7 p.m. on weekends. The library will maintain regular hours during the week, but shorter hours on Saturdays and Sundays. The weekend hours are from noon to 7 p.m.

All students who want to use the library borrowing services and recreational, athletic, and entertainment facilities must have a valid summer identification card. This announcement will also appear in the next issue of the student newspaper.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. Why are times for films and concerts not listed in this announcement?

27. According to the announcement, which of the following is not true?

28. Is breakfast available at the cafeteria on weekends?

Passage Two

Come into the Student Aid Office sometime soon. We may be able to help you. We serve, without charge, students looking for part-time work and employers who have open positions. More than half of the students in university have part-time work in the dining halls, libraries, and laboratories. And we helped place most of those students. Working during college years may offer advantages you have never thought of. In addition to financing your education, you have a special opportunity to learn new skills, to develop good working habits, and to learn how to work with other people.

A part-time job may even help you choose a career. First year students may find this year too busy to include a job. However we advise students who must work in order to pay tuition, to consider employment in one of our dining halls. Year round we offer the opportunities to help you find the right work for you. Please stop by any time for free consultation.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. What does the Student Aid Office do?

30. How many of the students in the university hold part-time jobs?

31. Where are the jobs available?

Passage Three

All professors have office hours. During the office hours, students can talk with the professors about any study problems or personal worries. Office hours are usually posted on each professor’s office door. Most professors have six office hours for each week, which is twice the time of an average professor’s lectures.

However, office hours are probably the most neglected opportunity for students to use during their four-year study. Students are usually too shy to visit professors because they believe that the office hours belong to professors themselves. But the truth is that the office hours belong to students, though they seldom make use of them. Oversea students are likely to have more problems and should make better use of office hours, but they tend to be even shyer than native students. A wise student would overcome his shyness and make use of office hours to help himself.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. How can the students know the exact time of office hours?

33. How many office hours do most professors usually have each week?

34. What opportunity is probably the most neglected by students, according to the passage?

35. Whom do the office hours really belong to?
Section C 
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
If you are a young college student, most of your concerns about your health and happiness in life are probably focused on the present. Basically, you want to feel good physically, mentally, and emotionally now. You probably don’t spend much time worrying about the distant future, such as whether you will develop heart disease, or cancer, how you will take care of yourself in your retirement years, or how long you are going to live. Such thoughts may have crossed your mind once in a while. However, if you are in your thirties, forties, fifties, or older, such health-related thoughts are likely to become increasingly important to you.

Regardless of your age, you can make a number of important changes in your current lifestyle that will help you feel better physically and mentally. Recently, researchers have found that, even in late adulthood, exercise, strength training with weights, and better food can help elderly individuals significantly improve their health and add happiness to their life. We know much more about how to keep healthy today than our parents, giving us the opportunity to avoid some of the health problems that have troubled them. And this new knowledge can be passed on to our children to help them become healthier than our generation.

Unit 2 Song of the Soul
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.

11. M: Do you plan to go to Alaska or Florida during the summer vacation?

W: I can’t stand the freezing temperature in Alaska.

Q: Where will the woman probably go for the vacation?
12. M: What did you do during the Chinese New Year?

W: I planned to visit my aunts and uncles. But owing to the frequent visits of my friends, I just stayed at home and never got the chance to go out. 

Q: What does the woman do during the Chinese New Year?

13. M: Is your roommate looking forward to going home for the summer?  

W: She’s counting the days. 

Q: What can be inferred about the woman’s roommate?
14. M: What is your dream?

W: In my childhood, my dream was to be a policewoman. But when I grow up, I like writing about different kinds of lives and important memories in my life. 

Q: What does the woman dream to be as a grown-up?
15. M: Lily, what will you do in the future?

W: My parents would like me to be a teacher. But teaching is very tiring. My dream is to be a star and become popular within a short period of time.

Q: What does Lily want to be in the future?
16. W: What would you do if you had a million dollars?

M: You know my dream is traveling around the world. I would stop teaching English.

Q: What is the man?
17. W: I’m dreaming about traveling on our holidays. Where do we go?

M: Oh, dear, this is a purely academic question before we save up some money.


Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

18. M: I hear that you are planning a trip for this winter vacation, Rose?

W: Well, I hope to travel around South China if I can have one month off and save enough money.

Q: What is Rose planning to do?
Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: How often did you have this nightmare? 
W: When I was in college, just about every time I had an exam. And then, a few years later, when I was taking an intensive Italian course in Italy, I had the same dream again. Just the same as before. 
M: And you discussed it with a psychoanalyst? 
W: Yes, later, after I came back to Los Angeles, I started therapy, and this dream came up, and we discussed it quite a bit. 
M: And what did the psychoanalyst say? 
W: He said,... uh... “We have to be very careful about interpreting dreams.” But we both agreed that the dream was a symbol of my fear of failure... of disappointing my parents when I was in college, for example, by failing my exams, or... or when I was taking that Italian course. I remember how scared I was sometimes. 
M: Scared of what? 
W: Of making mistakes in class, in front of the teacher or the other students, for example. I was always in fear. 
M: I see. 
W: And the dream was a kind of classic symbol of that fear... the fear of failure. Falling down stairs in a dream is a symbol of that. The two words are very similar. 
M: Which... which two words? Oh, you mean... 
W: Yes, fall — fail — falling — failure. Very similar, aren’t they?
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
19. When did the woman start to have this nightmare? 
20. With whom did the woman discuss the dream quite a bit?

21. When did the woman usually have this nightmare?

22. What might the woman’s dream symbolize?

Conversation 2

M: Lisa, do you have any plan for your summer holiday?

W: Oh, I will go to see the fashion show.

M: When and where is the fashion show?

W: It’ll be in the exhibition center from next Monday till Friday. 
M: I’d love to have a look, too. But will it be open in the evening?

W: There are no runway shows after 7:00 p.m., but the clothes will be on display.

M: Do you know about the price for the show ticket?

W: It should not be too expensive. By the way, Ken, you know I’m still not so familiar with the city, is there a direct bus to the exhibition center from our campus?

M: Let me see, we don’t have a direct bus. Take Bus No. 20 at our east gate and get off at the fifth stop, and then change to Bus No. 34 to the end. I think the best way is to take the subway. It’s much faster than buses.  
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
23. When is the fashion show?

24. When are there runway shows?

25. How can Lisa get to the exhibition center?

Section B 
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.
Passage One
Dear Editor, 
Your paper is great. I read with great interest your interpretation of dreams of teeth falling out. I myself had this dream repeatedly and was dying to know what it meant, as it was always confusing and disturbing. For me, the dream means I am talking TOO MUCH. Now, if I have this dream, I know I have been unwise with my big mouth! I should stop telling secrets and gossiping unwisely. I am much more aware of this now and trying not to be such a big mouth! Maybe you could add this to your interpretations. 
Best,

Katie
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What kind of dream is this letter concerned with?

27. According to the author, what does this kind of dream mean?

28. Why did the woman write to the editor?

Passage Two

Psychologists report that men daydream as much as women, but the subject of their daydreams is different. Men daydream more about being heroes and good athletes while women tend to daydream about fashions and beauty. As people grow older, they tend to fantasize less, although it is still common in old age. Older people tend to daydream a lot about the past. Daydreaming or fantasizing enters into the games of children. Psychologists believe that it is very important for children to participate in a fantasy play. It is a normal part of their development. It helps children develop and explores their imagination. 
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What is different between daydreams of men and women?
33. What do women often daydream about?

34. Why is daydreaming helpful for children?
Passage Three

Sleep is something we generally associate with living creatures. Of course, it is true that a lot of animals sleep, but zoologists are not certain that primitive forms of animal life, like worms and snails, ever really sleep. On the other hand, animals such as bears sleep for 4 or 5 months every year. 
The amount of sleep a human being needs depends on age, the individual and possibly race. For example, doctors think that adults need to sleep between 7 and 9 hours a day. There are exceptional cases of old people who sleep only between 2 and 3 hours a day and are still active and healthy. The sleep requirements of different races also appear to be different. Japanese people, for example, sleep fewer hours than Europeans. 
It is not known for certain if mental activity (apart from dreaming) occurs when a person is asleep. However, it is certainly true that some people can wake up at a specific, pre-determined time. There are also stories about mathematicians who solve difficult problems during sleep, because their subconscious minds continue working on the problem. 
Some types of unpleasant dreams (or nightmares) are quite common: the dreamer is taking a test, but is not properly prepared; he is falling from a tree; or an animal or beast is chasing him. Some people say these last two occur because man’s ancestors lived in trees and were in constant danger from wild animals.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. Which of the following statements is true about sleep?
33. How many hours do adults need to sleep a day?

34. Which of the following statements is true?
35. What is the kind of dream people have related to?
Section C

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

What Do People Dream About?

New research shows that dreams are often distorted reflections of our daily life. Many experts now believe our dreams are so closely related to our waking lives that we can use them to help us recognize our inner conflicts.
According to some experts, men and women dream differently because of biological and social conditioning. In a study of 1,000 dreams, half from each sex, experts found that men more often have action dreams. Usually these dreams are set outdoors or in unfamiliar surroundings. Women dream more about emotional struggles with loved ones, usually in indoor settings. Researchers have found that while housewives dream more about children, women in the workplace dream about bosses and colleagues. 
If life stages affect our dreams, so do our attitudes. Studies show that angry people act out their anger in their dreams, and depressed people sometimes dream they are victims of rejection. Creative people often use their dreams to solve problems. According to the author Naomi Epel, when some writers, artists or scientists go to sleep, they ask their subconscious for a dream that will help them solve problems.

Unit 3 Leisure Activities
Part III. Listening Comprehension

Section A
Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11．W：Come along now. Open your mouth．I can’t give you the injection with your mouth closed, can I?

    M：I… I… I don’t want an injection. I hate needles．

    Q：Where is the conversation most probably taking place?

12．W：John, do you want to go swimming with me today?

    M：Sure, but I can’t leave now. I have an appointment with my professor at 3 o’clock.

    Q：Why can’t John go swimming now?

13．M：Have you had the brakes and tires checked? And do you have enough money?

    W：I’ve taken care of everything and I’m sure it’s going to be a wonderful trip.

    Q：What is the woman going to do?

14．W：I often mistake Jim for Bob. Can you tell them apart? 
    M：No, they look so much alike that they even confused their mother sometimes when they were young.

    Q：What is the most probable relationship between Jim and Bob?

15．M：The new sales manager says he has never met you before.

    W：We’ve been introduced about three times. He seems a little forgetful.

    Q：What do we learn about the new sales manager?

16．M：When will the meeting begin? 
    W：According to the schedule it should be at 9:30. And it will last for an hour and a half.

Q：When will the meeting end? 
17．W：Mr. Smith, I wonder whether it’s possible for me to take a vacation early next month?    
M：Did you fill out a request form?  
Q：What is the probable relationship between the two speakers? 
18．W：Do you have the seminar schedule with you? I’d like to find out the topic for Friday.    
M：I gave it to my friend, but there should be copies available in the library. I can pick one up for you. 
Q：What does the man promise to do?

Now you will hear 2 long conversations.
Conversation 1

M: Mary, I hope you’re packed and ready to leave.

W: Yes, I’m packed, but not quite ready. I can’t find my passport.

M: Your passport? That’s the one thing you mustn’t leave behind.

W: I know. I haven’t lost it. I’ve packed it, but I can’t remember which bag it’s in.

M: Well, you have to find it at the airport. Come on, the taxi is waiting.

W: Did you say taxi? I thought we were going in your car.

M: Yes, well, I had planned to, but I’ll explain later. You’ve got to be there in an hour.

W: The plane doesn’t leave for two hours. Anyway, I’m ready to go now.

M: Now, you’re taking just one case, is that right?

W: No, there is one in the hall as well.
M: Gosh, what a lot of stuff! You’re taking enough for a month instead of a week.

W: Well, you can’t depend on the weather. It might be cold.

M: It’s never cold in Rome. Certainly not in May. Come on, we really must go.

W: Right, we’re ready. We’ve got the bags, I’m sure there’s no need to rush.

M: There is. I asked the taxi driver to wait two minutes, not twenty.

W: Look, I’m supposed to be going away to relax. You’re making me nervous.

M: Well, I want you to relax on holiday, not now.

W: OK, I promise not to relax, at least not until we get to the airport and I find my passport.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. What does the woman say about her passport?

20. What do we know about the woman’s trip?

21. Why does the man urge the woman to hurry?

22. Where does the conversation most probably take place?

Conversation 2
M: Do you know what happened to me today? I was so embarrassed.

W: What?

M: Well, Dr. Brown’s class finished 10 minutes early, so I went to the library between classes. I knew I didn’t have much time, but I wanted to get these books on the Industrial Revolution. I looked them up in the card catalogue and went right to the stack and found them. So I put them in my book bag and headed back towards the door. Then it happened. The exit gate in front of the door wouldn’t open, and the guard immediately warned me that I hadn’t checked out my books. He thought I was trying to steal them.

W: That must’ve been embarrassing. But why didn’t the exit gate open?

M: I asked them that. It seems that the books in the library are all magnetically coded, and when you check them out, the librarian behind the desk demagnetizes them, then the exit gate will open.

W: How interesting! I still don’t quite understand how they do it, though. I’ll have to go to the library and see it for myself.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

23. Why did the man decide to go to the library?

24. After getting the books, what did the man do?

25. According to the man, what happens to all the books in the library?

Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.
Passage One

When you turn on the radio, you hear an advertisement. When you watch television, you hear and see an advertisement. If you turn the pages of a newspaper or magazine, again you find an advertisement. If you walk down the street, you see one advertising board after another. All day, every day, people who want to sell you something compete to catch your attention. As a result, advertisements are almost everywhere. In the West, advertisements are the fuel that makes the mass media work. The government does not give money to mass media such as TV stations, newspapers, magazines and radio stations. They are all owned privately. So where does the money come from? From advertisements. Without advertisements, there would not be these private businesses.

Have you ever asked yourself what advertising is? Through the years, people have given different answers to the question. For some time it was felt that advertising was a means of “keeping your name before the public”. And some people thought that advertising was “truth well told”. Now more and more people describe it in this way: “Advertising is the paid, non-personal, and usually persuasive description of goods, services and ideas through various media.” All advertisements try to make people believe that the product, idea, or service advertised can do well to them. Advertisements exist everywhere in our lives.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What is the passage mainly about?

27. What’s the financial source of the privately owned mass media?

28. According to the passage, what is one of the features of advertisements?

Passage Two

I had to go to Amsterdam last week for a conference. I arrived at the airport in plenty of time and checked in, but I only had one small case so I decided to take it on the plane as hand luggage. As the flight was not due to board for 45 minutes, I went to a cafe, sat down, and ordered a cup of coffee.

While I was sitting there drinking my coffee and reading the paper, I was vaguely aware of a woman and her child coming to sit at the next table. I did not pay much attention to them, though, and when my flight was called I reached for my case and left. An hour later, the plane was in the air and I decided to look at the conference program to see what I wanted to attend. Imagine my horror when I opened the case and found that it was full of picture books and children’s toys — and imagine what the woman must have thought about a case full of men’s clothes and scientific papers!
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. Why did the speaker go to a cafe?

30. What was in the speaker’s own case?

31. What did the speaker find out when his plane had taken off?

Passage Three

Our family is trying to decide where to go for a vacation this summer. Our son Tom wants to go to the Yellow Stone Park again to see the bears. We did that last summer and what an experience it was! When we got there, we put up our tent and went to explore. As we returned, we heard our daughter Susie cry out and then we saw a bear enter our camp. Tom wanted his father to chase him away. His father said, “No, it’s dangerous to chase a bear. And don’t let him chase you.” Susie said, “What shall we do? Maybe we ought to climb a tree.” Tom said, “No, we’ve got to get him out of there. He might go to sleep in our tent.” “Maybe we could make him leave if we put some honey outside for him to eat.” Susie suggested. Then I said, “How are you going to get the honey? It’s in the tent.” We watched the bear enter the tent and heard him upset everything inside. “It’s foolish for us to try to catch him”, said my husband. “Leave him alone and wait for him to come out.” We waited but the bear stayed inside. We had to sleep in the car that night.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. Where have the family decided to go for the vacation this summer?

33. Who do you think saw the bear first?

34. What did they do when they saw a bear enter their tent?

35. What did the bear do in the tent?
Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

When we take a look at leisure activities of college students, we find the popularity of pastimes varies according to personality, gender, and financial situations. Some students like to spend their leisure time pursuing their hobbies indoors. Others look for outdoor relaxation, even taking part in such adventurous activities as rock climbing or bungee jumping.

Generally speaking, male students are fond of participating in sports, playing computer games, or watching kung-fu movies; while female students love chit-chatting, shopping, watching soap operas, or knitting. If they can afford it, some students will go to pop stars’ concerts, take picnics, or invite some friends over for a dinner or a party.

All these activities are entertaining and appealing to students because of their curiosities and desires to escape from the limited world of the classroom. As a form of relaxation, leisure activities take their mind away from academic pressure. As an English proverb goes, “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” After recreational activities, students usually will feel more relaxed, more refreshed, and ready to start stressful school work. However, for some students, learning is a full-time job, and they even invest their leisure time in studying. They like to bury their heads in piles of books, ignoring everything else. They have a sense of achievement from reading novels, working on papers, preparing for tough tests such as the Graduate Entrance Exam, GRE, TOEFL, GMAT or IELTS. Though these students have no time for entertainment, they believe spending leisure time studying is a pleasure of the mind.
Unit 4  Living on Your Own
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. W: John says that he is confident that he can win the game.

   M: He’ll succeed when pigs fly.

   Q: What does the man mean? 
12. M: I heard you have got a wonderful job in a post office. How is your new job going?

W: Not so well, I’m afraid. I just feel like a fish out of water. People there are rather strange to me.

Q: What does the woman mean?

13. W: Where did you say you found this school bag?

M: It was lying under a tree between the language lab and the library building.

Q: Where did the man find the school bag?

14. M: From what you have told me, I see that what everyone wants in a job is a nice fat salary.

W: No, not everyone. Personally, I’d much rather have an interesting and stimulating job with an average pay.

Q: What kind of job does the woman prefer?

15. W: You seem to have a lot of work to do at your office. You’re always staying late and working overtime. 
M: That’s true. But it’s no bother to me. The work is interesting. I don’t mind working extra hours at all. 
Q: How does the man feel about his job?
16. M: How is your new co-worker?

W: Well, all I could say is he’s a real couch potato. Last weekend he invited me over to his parents’ house to watch TV. I bet watching TV is his only hobby, but he surely doesn’t know much.

Q: What can we learn about the woman’s new co-worker?

17. W: John, did you play any musical instrument when you were young?

M: You bet I did. I was the chairman of the guitar club in high school.

Q: What does the man mean?

18. M: I should tell him he shouldn’t waste money on such meaningless matters.

W: He never listens to anyone, and turns a deaf ear to any suggestions, so save your breath.

Q: What does the woman suggest the man do? 
Now you will hear two long conversations.
Conversation 1 
W: What a great day, don’t you think?

M: I guess so. I hadn’t noticed. I feel awful because I watched television until after midnight last night.   
W: After midnight! Did you watch so late because you were bored? I usually watch TV only if I have nothing better to do. 
M: Bored? No, I was upset because I left my meal tickets in the cafeteria. That’s more than fifty dollars worth of meal tickets down the drain. 
W: So, did watching TV make you feel better?

M: Well, I felt a bit better while I was watching. You know, it kind of took my mind off my troubles. But after I turned the TV off, I just felt disgusted with myself for wasting so much time. 
W: I’ve had that feeling before.

M: I had intended to watch just one program, but somehow I couldn’t make myself switch off the TV.

W: Actually, I’ve read that there’s a scientific explanation for that. It seems that there’s a part of the brain that processes complex information, but that part becomes less active while watching TV. 
M: That’s certainly how I felt last night — like my brain wasn’t very active.

W: That’s not the worst of it. If you watch TV a lot, or for a long time, that part of the brain — the part that processes complex information — shows lowered activity and you become more and more passive. 
M: That’s incredible.

W: Next time you feel upset, you should go swimming. That’s what I do, and it always makes me feel better. 
M: I suppose. Right now, I’ve got to go to the cafeteria and get some more meal tickets. 
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. When does the woman normally watch TV?

20. Why was the man upset?

21. Why did the man feel disgusted with himself?

22. According to the woman, what happens to the brain while watching TV?

Conversation 2

M: Hi Diana, mind if I sit down?

W: Not at all, Jerry. How have you been?

M: Good. But I’m surprised to see you on the city bus. Your car in the shop?

W: No. I’ve just been thinking a lot about the environment lately. So I decided the air will be a lot cleaner if we all use public transportation when we could.

M: I’m sure you are right. The diesel bus isn’t exactly pollution free.

W: True. They’ll be running a lot cleaner soon. We were just talking about that in my environmental engineering class.

M: What could the city do? Install pollution filters in all their buses?

W: They could, but those filters make the engines work harder and really cut down on the fuel efficiency. Instead they found a way to make their engines more efficient.

M: How?

W: Well, there is a material that’s a really good insulator. And a thin coat of it gets sprayed on the certain part of the engine.

M: An insulator?

W: Yeah. What it does is to reflect back the heat of burning fuel. So the fuel will burn much hotter and more completely.

M: So a lot less unburned fuel comes out to pollute the air.

W: And the bus will need less fuel. So with the savings on fuel cost, they say this will all pay for itself in just six months.

M: Sounds like people should all go out and get some of this stuff to spray their car engines.

W: Well, it’s not really that easy. You see, normally, the materials are fine powder. To melt it so you can spray a coat of it on the engine parts, you first have to heat it over 10,000℃. It’s not something you or I will be able to do by ourselves.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
23. What is the conversation mainly about?

24. Why did the woman decide to ride the city bus?
25. What is the new material?

Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One

There are many reasons why family life in Britain has changed so much in the last fifty years. The liberation of women in the early part of the 20th century and the social and economic effects of World War II had a great impact on traditional family life. Women became essential to industry and the professions. During the war they had worked in factories and proved their worth, now, with the loss of millions of men, their services were indispensable to the nation. More recently, great advances in scientific knowledge, and particularly in medicine, have had enormous social consequences. Children are better cared for and far healthier. Infant death rate is low. Above all, parents can now control the size of their family as they wish through more effective means of birth control.

Different attitudes to religion, authority and tradition generally have also greatly contributed to changes in family life. These developments have affected all aspects of society. It is particularly interesting to note that the concept of “the family” as a social unit has survived all these challenges.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.
26. What is this passage mainly about?

27. Why did British women become indispensable to industry after World War II?

28. What remained unchanged in spite of all the challenges in family life?

Passage Two

In the next few decades people are going to travel very differently from the way they do today. Everyone is going to drive electrically powered cars. So in a few years people won’t worry about running out of petrol. Some of the large automobile companies are really moving ahead with this new technology. F&C Motors, a major auto company, for example, is holding a press conference next week. At the press conference the company will present its new, electronically operated models.

Transportation in the future won’t be limited to the ground. Many people predict that traffic will quickly move to the sky. In the coming years, instead of radio reports about road conditions and highway traffic, news reports will talk about traffic jams in the sky. But the sky isn’t the limit. In the future, you’ll probably even be able to take a trip to the moon. Instead of listening to regular airplane announcements, you’ll hear someone say, “The spacecraft to the moon leaves in ten minutes. Please check your equipment. And remember, no more than ten ounces of carry-on baggage are allowed.”
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.
29. What will be used to power cars in the next few decades?

30. What will future news reports focus on when talking about transportation?

31. What is the special requirement for passengers traveling to the moon?
Passage Three

My parents ran a small restaurant. The restaurant was open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. And my first job when I was 6 years old was shining shoes for customers. My duties increased as I grew older. By age 10 I was clearing tables and washing plates. My father made it clear that I had to meet certain standards. I had to be on time, hard-working and polite to the customers. I was never paid for any work I did. One day I made a mistake of telling Dad I thought he should give me 10 pounds a week. He said, “OK, then how about you paying me for the three meals a day when you eat here and for the times you bring in your friends for free drinks.” He figured I owed him about 40 pounds a week. This taught me quite a lot.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What was the speaker’s job before he was 10 years old?

33. What was one of the requirements laid down by the boy’s father?

34. What did the boy ask his father to do one day?

35. Why did the boy’s father refuse to pay him?

Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

My father was severely crippled and very short, when we walked together, he would lean on me with a hand on my arm for balance, I used to feel embarrassed to be seen with him while growing up, and inwardly I would struggle at people’s attention to our uncoordinated steps. Even if he was bothered by my reluctance, he never let on. He just let me set the pace and he adjusted to me. Now that I am a grown-up, I am amazed at his courage for subjecting himself to the shame and stress without bitterness and complaint. He never invited pity for himself, nor did he show envy of the more fortunate. I think of him often when I complain about trifles, when I am envious of another’s good fortune, when I don’t have a “good heart”.

Mid-term Test
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. W: I just saw an ad on television that said men’s suits were on sale today and tomorrow at Conrad’s Men’s Wear.

M: Great! That’s just what I’ve been waiting for.

Q: What will the man probably do?

12. W: When is Jason coming? 
M: Well, he said he’d be here at 7:30, but if you know him, it will be at least 8 o’clock. 
Q: What do we know about Jason? 
13. M: How about joining me for a cup of coffee?

W: I’d love to, but I’m exhausted. I was up till 3 this morning writing a paper for my literature class.

Q: Why does the woman decline the man’s invitation?

14. W: Did you tell Steve about our meeting?

M: Whatever I tell him goes in one ear and comes out the other.

Q: What does the man mean?

15. M: Honey, we’ll have a guest from Australia, a friend of mine. He’ll stay in California for two weeks.

W: Yes. Your friend Andy. He was your classmate at London University, wasn’t he?

Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

16. M: This stew is delicious. I’d love to be able to make it myself．
   W: Why not? You can get all the ingredients at any supermarket. Here, let me get                               
a pencil and paper．
   Q: What will the woman probably do next?

17. W: If I were you, I would take a plane instead of a bus. It will take you forever to

go there.

M: But flying makes me so nervous.

Q: What does the man prefer to do?

18. M: The basketball team is in the play-offs and I don’t have a ticket. I guess I’ll just

watch it on TV. Do you want to come over?

W: Actually I have a ticket, but I’m not feeling well. You can have it for what it cost me．

Q: What does the woman mean?

Now you will hear two long conversations.
Conversation 1
W: Paul, we have not gone out for over a month. Let’s go somewhere this evening.

M: Fine. But what are we going to do with our baby?
W: We can ask my mother to come over.

M: OK. Where would you like to go? Look in the newspaper to get information about the movies or the theater.

W: I see that new play opened this week.

M: They say it is the worst play of the year. I don’t want to see it.
W: I’d enjoy a good concert. But there is not any this evening.

M: Are there any good movies in town?

W: Yes, the old love story Wuthering Heights is on.

M: You know I do not like love stories. I guess all we can do is stay at home and watch television.
Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you’ve just heard.

19. What are the two speakers talking about?

20. What do they finally decide to do?

21. What is the most probable relationship between the two speakers?

Conversation 2
M: Well, Cynthia, our first semester at university is almost over. I can’t wait for the holidays. 
W: Me, too, Edward! Why don’ t we go somewhere far away and forget about lectures and essays and all that hard work. 
M: Sounds good to me. Now, how long will we have before we have to be back here on campus for the next semester? 
W: We’ve got about six weeks, I think. 
M: How about if we go to the coast? It would be great to do some swimming and surfing. 
W: The coast would be great, but let’s look at our other options. There are the mountains. It’s nice and cool at this time of year. And we can do some bush-walking. There’s also the desert, which I really enjoyed last year. 
M: What about going to Sydney? I’ve never been there and they say it’s a great city to visit. Lots of things to do there, I’ve heard. 
W: I agree Sydney would be good but there are too many tourists there at this time of year. And I’d rather get away from buildings and cars. There are enough of those around here. I vote for mountains. 
M: All right, then, let’s do that. Now we have to decide where we’re going to stay and how we’re going to get there. 
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

22. Where did the woman go for holiday last year? 
23. Who are the two speakers? 
24. Why does the man vote for Sydney? 
25. What will the two speakers probably do next? 
Section B:

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One

A guide dog is a dog specially trained to guide a blind person. Dogs chosen for such training must show good intelligence, physical fitness, and responsibility.

At the age of about fourteen months, a guide dog begins an intensive course that lasts from three to five months. It becomes accustomed to the leather harness and stiff leather handle it will wear when guiding its blind owner. The dog learns to watch traffic and to cross streets safely. It also learns to refuse to obey any command that might lead its owner into danger.

The most important part of the training course is a four week program in which the guide dog and its future owner learn to work together. However, many blind people are unsuited by personality to work dogs. Only about a tenth of the blind find a guide dog useful.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. How long does the intensive course last?

27. Which of the following is not a necessary skill guide dogs have to learn?

28. How long does the most important training course last?

Passage Two

People dream four to six times a night. They dream while they are in the REM stage of sleep, which means Rapid Eye Movement stage in one’s sleep. Sleepers go into the REM stage about every 90 minutes. The first dream of the night may last about ten minutes. Each dream gets a little longer. The last dream of the night may be an hour long.

People need their dreams. Younger children spend more time dreaming. Babies spend almost half of their sleep in the REM stage.

One experiment showed that everyone needs to dream. Doctors gave some people sleeping pills which didn’t let them going to REM sleep. After a few nights without dreams, they began to feel bad. They became angry easily, they worried a lot, and they wanted to fight with everyone. Then they stopped taking the sleeping pills. All of them began to dream all night for a few nights to catch up.

Why do people dream? Dreams give them time to find the answers to some of their problems. If they think they will have difficult problems the next day, they may spend more time on REM sleep the night before. In their dreams, they may find an answer to their problems.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. How often does a person dream each night?

30. Which of the following statements is true according to this passage?

31. Why do people dream?

Passage Three

OK, everybody. Can we start the meeting now? I’m Jeff Milton, the chairperson of the Graduation Committee for this year. You’ve all been selected as representatives to plan the graduation ceremonies. I’m sending around the sheet of paper for you to fill in your name and telephone number. Also, please write down what part of the ceremonies you would like to work on. Remember, as a representative, you will have a lot of responsibilities. So please sign up only if feel you have the time to participate. When everyone has finished writing down the information, please return the paper to me. At our next meeting, which is one week from today, we’ll start to discuss the details of the ceremonies.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. Who is the speaker?

33. What is the purpose of the meeting?

34. What should the students write on the paper?

35. When is the next meeting?

Section C:

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

When young people get their real jobs, they may face a lot of new, confusing situations. They may find that everything is different from the way things were at school. It is also possible that they will feel uncomfortable in both professional and social situations. Eventually, they realize that university classes can’t be the only preparation for all of the different situations that appear in the working world. 
Perhaps the best way to learn how to behave in the working world is to identify a worker you admire and observe his behavior. In doing so, you will be able to see what it is that you admire in this person. For example, you will observe how he acts when he is in trouble. Perhaps even more importantly, you will be able to see what his approach to everyday situations is. 
While you are observing your colleague, you should be asking yourself whether his behavior is like yours and how you can learn from his responses to different situations. By watching and learning from a model, you will probably begin to learn and cultivate good working habits.
Unit 5 Sources of Information
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. W: Why do you look so worried? Only one finished ahead of you.

   M: Well, this time I want to make sure I finish first. 
   Q: Why is the man worried? 
12. W: Have you heard that Jack is coming back today? 
   M: He was supposed to arrive next week, but he is coming back the day after tomorrow. 
Q: When will Jack arrive? 
13. M: This paper isn’t due until next week. 
   W: Yes, I know. But I wanted to turn it in ahead of time if that’s all right. 
   Q: What does the woman mean?

14. W: The music and the flowers are lovely.
   M: Yes. I hope that the food is good. 
   Q: What kind of place are the two speakers probably talking about?
15. W: How did you like your work as a reporter?

   M: Well, not too much. It was interesting, but I had to work long hours. I was never home on weekends.

Q: What does the man mean?
16. M: The music is so beautiful that I’d like to dance. But I don’t know the steps.

   W: It doesn’t matter. No one will be looking at us in this crowd.

Q: What does the woman suggest they do?
17. M: You were absent from class yesterday, Candy. Where were you?

   W: I couldn’t come, Mr. Hart. I hurt my foot, and my mother took me to the doctor.

Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

18. W: The 5:18 bus is more expensive but faster.

   M: To save 80 cents, I’ll wait 20 minutes to take the 5:38.

Q: What bus does the man take?
Now you will hear two long conversations.
Conversation 1

W: What are you doing, Paul?

M: Oh, I’m just reading a book about Western education.

W: Why are you reading on a Friday evening?

M: Because I have to write an essay this weekend.

W: What are you going to do when you graduate?

M: I don’t know. I’d like to get a job abroad, I think. What are you going to do when your study in Hong Kong is over?

W: I’m going to spend a few weeks touring China, and then I’m going back to Japan, I suppose.

M: What is George going to do?

W: I think he’s going to run a company in Shanghai.

M: What is he doing in Italy?

W: He’s seeing some clothes designers there. He’s coming back tomorrow. By the way, what are you and Sue going to do on Saturday evening?

M: I don’t know yet. Why?

W: Well, I thought we could cook another of our famous suppers and invite George and Sue.

M: Oh, no. Not potato salad again! Sorry Carol, but I really have to read this book.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. When does the conversation take place? 
20. Where does Carol come from? 
21. What’s George’s plan? 
22. What can we learn from the end of the conversation? 
Conversation 2

W: You don’t look very well this morning. I can see you’re not happy. 
M: I had never expected this would have happened to me. We had a power failure at home last night. 
W: How come? Did anyone in the family do anything wrong? 
M: You’ve guessed it. It was all my father’s fault. 
W: What did he do? 
M: I was just watching a wonderful football game on TV when the lights suddenly went out. 
W: Why was that? 
M: You see, we’d just had our dinner. My mother was washing my jeans with the washing machine. And the air-conditioners were on in both rooms. I was in my room watching TV. 
W: What was your father doing then? 
M: He wanted to warm his tea in the microwave oven. He plugged it in and the fuse broke. And everything stopped all of a sudden. 
W: Your next-door neighbor is an electrician, isn’t he? 
M: Yes. Luckily, he happened to be at home. He came and fixed it up. But it was half an hour later. I had already missed a lot. 
W: It was an annoying experience for a sports fan like you. But don’t miss the basketball final this evening. Make sure there is no power failure tonight. 
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

23. Why does the man look depressed this morning?
24. What was the immediate cause of the power failure? 
25. What will the man probably do tonight? 
Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One

This library is an English language teaching and learning library. Unfortunately our resources are limited and so not everyone can join. Teachers of English, University students and professionals who are in the medical, engineering and managing fields can all join the library. Those from other professions are welcome to apply, but your application will not necessarily be approved. You must fill in a library application form, and put it in the box on the librarian’s desk. Because of the high number of applications we receive each week, you have to wait for one week. You may borrow one video at a time. The video must be returned in one week. If you can not return it on time, please call. Otherwise your video library card will be cancelled. You may borrow three items at one time, that is, three books or three cassettes. Items must be returned within one month．
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. Why can’t the library issue library cards to everyone who applied?
27. What would the library do if a reader fails to renew the video when it is due?
28. For how long can a reader keep a book before he renews it?
Passage Two

Most dictionaries will tell you a number of things about a language. There are three important things. These three things are spelling, pronunciation and meanings. 
First, a dictionary will tell you the spelling of a word. If you are not sure about the spelling of a word, you can try to find the correct spelling in a dictionary. Words are listed in alphabetical order — a, b, c and so on. For example, on a dictionary page, the word “poor” comes before “poverty” and the word “poverty” comes before the word “power”. 
The second thing, a dictionary will tell you the pronunciation of a word. Most dictionaries give a phonetic sound or alphabet. The phonetic spelling will tell you how a word is pronounced. There are a few different phonetic alphabets. Many dictionaries use the International Phonetic Alphabet to show pronunciation. 
The third thing, a dictionary will tell you the meanings of a word. You can look up a word and find out what it means. Many words have more than one meaning, and a good dictionary will tell you all of the word’s meanings. For example, in English the common word “get” has over 20 different meanings.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. In the passage, which is not one of the three important things of dictionaries?
30. What can a better dictionary tell you?

31. What are the phonetic alphabets used to show?

Passage Three

During a 1995 roof collapse, a fire fighter named Donald Herbert was left brain damaged. For 10 years he was unable to speak. Then one Saturday morning, he did something that shocked his family and doctors — he started speaking. “I want to talk to my wife,” Donald Herbert said out of the blue. Staff members of the nursing home where he has lived for more than 7 years rose to get Linda Herbert on the telephone. “It was the first of many conversations the 44-year-old patient had with his family and friends during the 14 hour stretch,” Herbert’s uncle Simon Manka said. “How long have I been away?” Herbert asked. “We told him almost 10 years,” the uncle said. He thought it was only three months. 
    Herbert was fighting a house fire on Dec. 29, 1995, when the roof collapsed burying him underneath. After going without air for several minutes, Herbert was unconscious for two and a half months and has undergone therapy ever since. 
    News accounts in the days and years after his injury described Herbert as blind and with little, if any, memory. A video shows him receiving physical therapy, but apparently unable to communicate and with little awareness of his surroundings. Manka declined to discuss his nephew’s current condition or whether the apparent progress was continuing. “The family was seeking privacy while doctors evaluated Herbert,” he said. As word of Herbert’s progress spread, visitors streamed into the nursing home. “He is resting comfortably,” the uncle told them. 
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What happened to Herbert 10 years ago?
33. What surprised Donald Herbert’s family and doctors one Saturday?
34. How long did Herbert remain unconscious?
35. How did Herbert’s family react to the public attention?

Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

Ever since humans lived on the earth, they have made use of various forms of communication. Generally, this expression of thoughts and feelings has been in the form of oral speech. When it is difficult to express with language, communication is accomplished through sign language in which body movements stand for letters, words, and ideas. Tourists, the deaf, and the mute have had to turn to this form of expression. Many of these movements are simple and exact and can be used internationally; spelling, however, cannot.

     Body language passes on ideas or thoughts by certain actions. A nod means agreement, while shaking the head shows disagreement. Other forms of nonlinguistic language can be found in Braille (a system of raised dots read with the fingertips), signal flags, Morse code, and smoke signals. Road maps and picture signs also guide, warn, and instruct people. While verbal form is the most common form of language, other systems and techniques also express human thoughts and feelings.

Unit 6 Volunteering 
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. W: There were more than a hundred people at Kate’s birthday party. How come she’s got so many friends?

M: It’s really no surprise. You know she was popular even when she was a child.

Q: What does the man imply about Kate?

12. W: I am driving to the airport. But I’m not sure how to get there.

   M: Well, to make it easier for you, I’ve marked the route on this map. Just follow it carefully and you won’t get lost.

Q: What did the man do for the woman?

13. W: Tony was awarded a medal for rescuing several families from the forest fire.

M: I really admire his courage.

Q: What do we learn about Tony from the conversation?

14. M: How is your application going? Have you heard anything yet?

   W: It seems that I’m on the short list. Now the selection board wants to see some samples of my published work.

   Q: How is the woman’s application going?

15. M: Good morning. What can I do for you?

   W: I’d like an estimate for repairing my emergency brake. The car rolls when I park it on a hill.

   Q: Where is the woman?

16. W: How Tom got the job which so many others applied for is something I just don’t understand.

   M: It must be beginners’ luck.

   Q: Why is the woman puzzled?

17. W: This room is so crowded. I can hardly breathe and I can’t see a thing.

   M: I don’t understand why they didn’t have the show in a bigger theater, do you?

   Q: Why is the woman complaining?

18. M: I didn’t get financial aid. I don’t think I can take any courses this semester.

   W: I would advise you to approach a bank. They have plenty of loans available for students.

   Q: What does the woman suggest?

Now you will hear two long conversations.

Conversation 1

M: So, you must have a lot of contact with overseas students in your work helping them coping with daily life?

W: Sometimes. You know the life of a social worker is not always wonderful, and working to help people in their daily life can sometimes be tiring. I also have to spend a lot of time working on the paper work and writing reports. But when I do go out, yeah, I see a lot of foreigners. And sometimes they come to me because life in America has just beaten them down and they can’t cope financially or emotionally.

M: Really? I thought they had a good support network in place, especially university students.

W: They do have a network and a variety of support groups, but these can’t meet all of the students’ needs. They cannot help them paying bills, fitting in American society, dealing with their neighbors and classmates, getting a driver’s license, etc. though they tried to. The students have to figure out these problems by themselves. If he or she is shy and doesn’t have the courage to ask other people for help, we would be there to offer some help.
M: So what are some of the things that overseas students struggle with most?

W: This is quite interesting, but a lot of overseas students struggle with the food most, especially Chinese students. You know, they come here assuming that Americans love Chinese food, so there must be a lot of good Chinese food restaurants. When they find Americans enjoy totally different Chinese flavors, they are very surprised.
M: Then what will they do?

W: If they’re brave and communicative, they can look around and test all the restaurants. There is usually at least one restaurant in every town that has quality food.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
19. In which aspect does the woman help people in her work?

20. Why do people come to the woman for help?

21. How did the Chinese students expect the American-made Chinese food to be before they came to the U.S.?

22. In which way can Chinese students find a satisfying restaurant with quality food?

Conversation 2

W: Could you tell me where you were studying at that time?

M: I was studying at the University of Sydney.

W: Oh, really? Wasn’t Sydney the host city for the Olympics in 2000?

M: Yes, it was. I enjoyed the games very much.

W: What did you do during that period?

M: Actually, I was working as a volunteer in the athletes’ village.

W: A volunteer? That’s very interesting. What kind of work did you do?

M: I was on the transportation team.

W: Did you find your work helpful?

M: Yes, and what I did was part of the effort to make athletes feel at home during their stay there. Sometimes I even got the opportunities to socialize with the athletes in the evenings.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 
23. What did the man volunteer to do in the 2000 Olympics.

24. What was the man during the year 2000?

25. What specifically did the man do in his volunteer work?
Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One
Since the first cases of AIDS were identified in 1981, more than 30 million people have died from AIDS. An estimated 1.8 million people died as a result of AIDS in 2010 alone.
    Public health experts say the media have a central part to play in the fight against AIDS. They point to drama series on television and radio in a number of countries.

In Ivory Coast, for example, the weekly show “AIDS in the City” has been on television since 1994. The program tells stories with actors in an effort to educate people about AIDS. Researchers say about two-thirds of people in South Africa watch the show “Soul City”. In “Detective Vijay”, a show created with BBC help which has become one of India’s most watched dramas, the main hero is a policeman with H.I.V.

A United Nation report says the program appears to be educating people. The report says 85 percent of those questioned had learned something new about AIDS from the show.

    In China, millions watch a daily program called “Ordinary People”. A non-profit group based in the United States helped create this drama show about social issues. The group assists governments, local groups, radio and television stations to develop media campaigns. The group supports what it calls the magic of entertainment for social change.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.
26. How many people have died of AIDS in 2010 according to the passage?

27. What do public health experts believe according to the passage?

28. What is “Detective Vijay”?

Passage Two
The Red Cross is an international organization that cares for people who are in need of help. The Red Cross exists in almost every country around the globe. A man in a Beijing hospital who needs blood, a woman in Turkey who was injured in an earthquake, and a family in Indonesia that lost their home in a tsunami may all be aided by the Red Cross.

    The idea of forming an organization to help people in need began with Jean Dunant. In 1859, he observed how people were suffering on a battlefield in Paris. He wanted to help the wounded soldiers regardless of the side they were fighting for. His efforts were brought to the attention of the Geneva Convention, an international treaty. It protects prisoners of war, the sick and wounded, and other citizens during a war. 
    The Red Cross in the United States was set up by Clara Barton in 1881. Today the American Red Cross provides a lot of services for the public, such as helping people in need, teaching first aid, demonstrating water safety, and providing blood etc.
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.
29. Which of the following is true about the Red Cross?

30. Who is the father of the Red Cross?

31. What made the father of the Red Cross determined to build the organization?
Passage Three

I grew up in a small town. My father raised chickens and ran a construction company. When I was 10 years old, my dad gave me the responsibility of feeding chickens and cleaning up the stable. He believed it was important for me to learn responsibility from those jobs.

When I was 22, I found a job in New York at a country music club. I washed dishes and cooked from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and then went on stage and sang until 2:00 a.m. in the morning. I soon became known as a singing cook. I had been refused so many times by record companies that it was easy to be discouraged.

One night, a woman executive from a company named Warner Brothers Records came to hear me sing. When the show was over, we sat down and talked. Several weeks later, my manager received a phone call — Warner Brothers wanted to sign me to a record deal. I released my first record in July, 1987. It sold over 2 million copies.

My best efforts had gone into every job I ever held. It was the sense of responsibility that made me feel like a man. Knowing that I had done my best filled me with pride. I still feel that way today, even though I have become a well-known singer.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. When did the speaker begin to learn responsibility?

33. Who first recognized his gifts as a singer?

34. Where did the speaker work before he became a professional singer?

35. What made the speaker feel proud of himself?

Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

Aid officials are working to help the youngest victims of the December 26th earthquake and tsunami waves in the Indian Ocean.

The United Nations Children’s Fund estimates that one and a half million children were affected in South Asia. UNICEF says many have lost their parents or been separated from their families. The agency has estimated that more than one third of the dead were children.

Last week UNICEF appealed for more than 140 million dollars to assist what it calls the “Tsunami Generation”. The request was part of a larger United Nations appeal made Thursday in Jakarta.

UNICEF says money is needed for immunization campaigns to prevent disease. Clean drinking water and special feedings for children and pregnant women are also needed. Another aim is to repair schools, so children can return to classes as soon as possible. The head of UNICEF says children must also be protected from criminal groups.

Carol Bellamy warned that children are at risk of being kidnapped for slavery in the sex trade or forced labor. She praised actions taken by the government of Indonesia in heavily damaged areas. Adoptions of children are now banned in that province. The government also has barred children under the age of 16 from leaving Aceh except with their parents.

Unit 7 Learning Strategies
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. W: Just imagine we have to finish reading 300 pages before Monday, how can the professor expect us to do it in such a short period of time?

M: Yeah, but what troubles me is that I can’t find the book in the library or in the university bookstore.

Q: What does the man mean? 
12. W: I’m thinking of taking six courses next semester.

M: Wouldn’t five be wiser?

Q: What does the man imply about the courses?

13. W: How did you like the Minister’s speech tonight?

M: Unfortunately, I got home too late to watch it.

Q: What are they talking about?

14. W: We need a quiet place to study. My roommate has got company. Could we work at your place?

M: Yeah, no problem, but I have to warn you that I haven’t done much cleaning this week.

Q: What does the man imply?

15. M: I’m thinking about dropping my swimming class. I am just not catching on.

W: Stick with it. I did and I learned how to swim, eventually.

Q: What can be inferred about the woman?

16. W: I couldn’t have won the award without your assistance. Thank you very much.

M: You have been working so hard. You deserve the honor.

Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

17. W: I heard only one person got an A on the term paper. I’m sure it wasn’t me. 
M: But it was!

Q: What does the man mean?

18. M: By the way, did you hear that Betty failed the final exam? It’s too bad because she’ll not be qualified for next year’s scholarship.

W: She deserved it. She’s never really studied since last term.

Q: How does the woman feel about Betty’s failing the final exam?
Now you will hear two long conversations.
Conversation 1

M: Since so many of us have asked about how to learn a language, I thought it might be useful to talk about it now. Betty, you speak several languages, don’t you?

W: Yes, I speak Spanish and French besides English.

M: And what helped you most in learning those languages?

W: What helped me most… Well, I studied both languages in high school, and I’m still studying Spanish here at the university. I think that traveling has probably been the most helpful to me. You see, I am lucky in that I’ve lived in Europe. Believe me, I didn’t speak French so well until I moved to Paris.

M: You’re right, Betty. For studying a language, practice is very important. It is ideal if you can live in the country where the language you are studying is spoken for a period of time. But you know, sometimes it’s difficult to make friends in a new place, even if the people there are very friendly.

W: Yes, I know what you mean. When you cannot speak the local language well, it will be really hard to make new connections. I also had this problem when I first moved to Europe.
M: And, it is especially hard for those shy people.

W: That’s true.

M: Although I don’t have the opportunity to live in a foreign country to learn the language, I always watch TV and listen to the radio in the language I’m trying to learn. 
W: Me too. And reading is another good way to learn. Books are good, but I prefer to read newspaper and magazines because they contain more updated information.
M: Perhaps, the best way to learn a foreign language is to combine all of these methods: traveling, talking with people, watching movies and TV, listening to the radio, and reading. What do you think?

W: I agree with that, Bill.   
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
19. What helped Betty most in learning French?

20. What does Bill say about making friends in a new place?

21. How does Bill practice when he is not living in a country where the language is spoken?

22. What is Bill’s opinion about the best way of learning a foreign language?

Conversation 2
M: Hi, Alison, are you waiting to see Professor Evens?

W: Yes, since I got the highest grade in her High Mathematics class, she asked me if I’d be interested in working as her assistant next term. I’m here waiting for my interview.

M: Oh, I know all about that job. I did it one year ago.

W: Really? Did you like it?

M: I think it was the best job I’ve ever had at school. It paid eight dollars an hour, which was four dollars more than I got when I worked at the school library the year before.

W: That is a good salary. What did you do?

M: I was in charge of grading all the problem sets that were assigned as homework. I never had trouble doing it. And of course, Professor Evens was always available to help me if I had any questions.

W: The job sounds great, but I’m a little worried about how much time it might take. 
M: It’s pretty reasonable. It never took me more than six hours a week to do all the grading and then another 20 to 30 minutes to record the scores into the computer.

W: It sounds great.

M: Good luck with your interview.

W: Thank you. 
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
23. Why was the man able to give Alison so much information about the job?

24. What did the man say about the salary for the job?

25. What is Alison’s main concern about the job?

Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One

“Go to the playground and have fun,” parents will often say to their kids. But they should remember playgrounds can be dangerous. Each year about 200,000 children end up in hospital emergency rooms with playground injuries. Many injuries involve falls from too high equipment onto hard surfaces. Nearly 70 percent of the injuries happen on public playgrounds. Recent studies show they may be badly designed, their protective surfaces are inadequate, and their equipment is poorly maintained. Parents should make sure that the equipment on the playground is safe and their children are playing safely. Last year, the national program for playground safety gave the nation’s public playgrounds a grade of C after visiting more than 3,000 playgrounds nationwide. Parents should watch closely. They should always be within shouting or running distance of their children. Young children may run in front of moving swings; they’re also better at climbing up than getting down, so they may panic at the top of a ladder. It’s important for your children to know you’re watching them. Once they feel that sense of security, that’s when they can be creative.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
26. Which of the following statements is true about playground injuries?

27. What is the cause of playground injuries?

28. What should parents do to prevent playground injuries?

Passage Two

A famous writer who was visiting Japan was invited to give a lecture at a university to a large group of students. As most of them could not understand his native language, he had to have an interpreter. During his lecture he told an amusing story which went on for rather a long time. At last, he stopped to allow the interpreter to translate it into Japanese, and was very surprised when the man did this in a few seconds, after which all the students laughed loudly. After the lecture, the writer thanked the interpreter for his good work and then said to him, “Now please tell me how you translated that long story of mine into such a short Japanese one.” 
“I didn’t tell the story at all,” the interpreter answered with a smile. I just said, “The lecturer has just told a funny story. Will you all laugh now, please.”
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.
29. Why did the writer need an interpreter according to this passage?

30. Why was the writer surprised when the students laughed loudly?

31. Why did the students laugh?
Passage Three

The weather is getting hotter and you’ll be getting more thirsty playing basketball or riding home from school. A cold drink may be just the thing you want. But be careful what you pour down your throat. Something that looks good may not be good for your health.

There are plenty of so called energy drinks on the market. Most of them have an attractive color and cool name. Their nutrition lists also contain various things from vitamins to ginseng. Sounds great.

But after a careful check you may find that most energy drinks contain high levels of caffeine. These drinks are typically aimed at young people, students, busy people and sports players.

Manufacturers sometimes say their drinks make you better at sports and can keep you awake. But be careful not to drink too much.

Caffeine raises your heart beat. Because of this, the International Olympic Committee has limited its use. The amount of caffeine in most energy drinks is at least as high as in a cup of strong coffee or tea.

Research by Australian scientists has found that many teenagers are affected by caffeine. The results of their survey show that 27 percent of boys aged 8-12 take in more caffeine than their parents.

There are potential health risk linked to energy drinks. Just one can of energy drink can make you nervous, have difficulty in sleeping and even cause heart attacks.

“Teenagers should be discouraged from consuming drinks with a lot of caffeine in them,” an expert from the Australian Nutrition Foundation said.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
32. What is the passage mainly about?

33. What nutrition ingredients do energy drinks usually list?

34. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

35. Which of the following is the speaker’s attitude towards taking energy drinks?

Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

Among the four main language skills, listening has always been the most basic and fundamental. From the newborn babies to the most distinguished scholars, listening remains the most important means in learning and development. It has been estimated that of the time spent in communication activities by adults, 45 percent is devoted to listening, 30 percent to speaking, only 16 percent to reading, and a mere 9 percent to writing. If we combine listening and speaking, we can see that over 75 percent of the time we use on language is in the domain of oral communication, to which listening comprehension sets the foundation. The importance of listening can be seen simply as the common sense that if one does not grasp what is heard, then one has no ground to communicate. Thus, listening comprehension is the prerequisite measure of language proficiency. 
Yet, regarding learning English in China, it was particularly the fact in the past that much of foreign language learning has been focused on reading and writing rather than listening and speaking. As a result, most students who have learned English for several years cannot communicate effectively in English. However, with development of research in the listening theories and strategies and the rapid process of globalization, more and more teachers have turned their attention to the practical training of students’ ability to listen and speak English.
Unit 8 Love and Friendship
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. M: How many brothers and sisters do you have?

   W: I have a brother at home and one in the army, and I have two sisters who are married and one who is away at school.

   Q: How many children are there together in the woman’s family?

12. W: Jim takes his dog for a walk every morning.

   M: It’s a very obedient and friendly dog and it makes a good companion for his son.

   Q: How is the dog?

13. M: Well. I haven’t seen you since our graduation. How are things going with you?

   W: Just so so. I have to spend six hours on my typewriter for my boss every day.

   Q: What is the possible relationship between the two speakers?

14. M: Isn’t Alice a beautiful bride?

   W: Indeed. Robert looks very happy too, doesn’t he? He told me they’ll go to California for their honeymoon. 
   Q: Where did this conversation most probably take place?

15. W: I believe that you’ve had a heart-to-heart talk with Jane.

M: Hardly. I have a feeling that she tried to divert my attention away from the real issue?

   Q: What do you learn from the conversation?

16. W: Do you know Cathy’s sister?

   M: Of course! She is the most talkative woman I’ve ever met. But Cathy is such a pleasant and quiet person.

   Q: What can we learn about Cathy’s sister?

17. M: I don’t know why I married you. The house is always dirty. I never have any clean clothes to wear.

W: I never promised to do any of those things. Maybe you shouldn’t have gotten a famous model like me. 
Q: Who is the man talking to?

18. W: Alex, how many times have I asked you to hang up your trousers when you take them off?

   M: After spending 12 hours at the office, I’m just too tired.

   Q: What does the woman want her husband to do?

Now you will hear two long conversations:

Conversation 1

M: I heard you and Jack are engaged at last.

W: Yeah, we are.

M: When are you getting married?

W: This autumn.

M: That’s wonderful, where’s the wedding going to be? 
W: We’re not sure yet. Perhaps in San Diego.

M: Oh, yes. I remember your parents live there, don’t they? And it’s a beautiful city, I’m sure you’ll have a wonderful wedding and a great memory there.
W: Yes, that’s right.

M: Where are you going to live?

W: We’re going to buy a flat or a small house somewhere in the south.
Questions 19 to 22 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. When is the woman getting married?

20. Where’s the wedding going to be ?

21. Why does the woman want to choose San Diego for her wedding?

22. Where does the woman plan to live after the marriage?
Conversation 2 
M: Hi, Linda. It’s been a while since I last saw you. You look great.
W: Oh, thanks, Simon. How are you?

M: Good. By the way, next Saturday is my birthday, I’d like to throw a birthday party on Friday evening at my house and I’ll invite some of my friends to come over and have some happy hours. Would you like to come?

W: Oh, it sounds great, I’d love to, but look, I’ve been so busy with my dissertation lately, because my supervisor pushed me so hard that it really stressed me out. I am sorry, maybe next time, and happy birthday.
M: What a pity, but don’t worry, your dissertation is more important. I hope everything will go well with your graduation.
W: Thanks.
Questions 23 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

23. Who’s going to have a birthday party?

24. When is the party?

25. Why did Linda refuse Simon’s invitation to come to his birthday party?
Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.

Passage One

Carol and Susan were great friends. They were in the same class at school, and they often visited each other’s homes on weekends.

When they were both eight years old, Carol’s mother had another baby. Carol was overjoyed to have a little sister and was always talking about her to Susan, who had no brothers or sisters.

At first Susan was very interested in the new baby, but after some time she began to get rather bored with Carol’s continual talking about her little sister. She also felt a little jealous.

One morning when the two girls were in the school playground, Carol said to Susan cheerfully, “Do you know, Sue, my baby sister gained nearly 200 grams in weight this week?”
“That’s not very much,” answered Susan, “I know a baby that gains five kilograms a day.”
“Oh, that can’t be true,” answered Carol, “Whose baby is it?”
“An elephant’s”, said Susan.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What’s the relationship between Carol and Susan?

27. How did Susan feel about Carol’s little sister later?

28. With what did Susan compare the little baby?

Passage Two

Peter’s uncle lived in the countryside. On one summer holiday, Peter went to stay with him for a few weeks. Whenever they went out for a walk or for a drive in the car and they passed somebody, his uncle would wave warmly. Peter was surprised and asked, “Uncle George, you know everybody here. Where did you meet them all?”
“I don’t know all these people,” said his uncle.

“Then why do you wave to them?” asked Peter.

“Well, Peter,” answered his uncle, “When I wave to someone and he knows me, he is pleased. He continues his journey with a happier heart. But when I wave to someone and he doesn’t know me, he is surprised and says to himself, ‘Who is that man? Why did he wave to me?’ So he has something to think about during the rest of his journey, and that makes his journey seem shorter. So I make everybody happy.”
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. What did Peter do during his summer holiday?

30. Why was Peter surprised?

31. Why did Peter’s uncle wave to all the people they passed?

Passage Three

Fred telephoned his wife, “I’ve managed to get free tickets for the theater tonight,” he told her. “Meet me outside the office. We’ll have something to eat and then go to the theater!”
Fred’s wife was delighted. It was quite a while since they had been to the theater, which she liked very much. She met her husband as they had planned. They had dinner together and got to the theater in good time.

At the entrance Fred took out his wallet to get the tickets. “It’s very strange,” he said, “They aren’t here!” “Try your pockets,” suggested his wife. But the tickets weren’t there either.

Then Fred looked very embarrassed. “What’s the matter?” asked his wife. “Well,” Fred explained, “I remember what I did with the tickets. I put them in my briefcase. Because I wasn’t coming home, I left it in the office!”
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard. 
32. How did Fred get the tickets?

33. What did Fred promise his wife?

34. How often did they go to the theater?

35. Where were the tickets?
Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

The American concept of love and romance begins with dating. Young people date in several ways. At first, they might have group dates with several boys and girls together. Later, they start going on single dates — just one boy and one girl. Sometimes a boy and a girl will go to a movie. Maybe they will go to a party at a friend’s house. Or they might go out to eat. When two couples go out together, we call it double dating. A friend might even arrange a blind date for you with someone you don’t know. That doesn’t mean you keep your eyes closed the whole evening! You just don’t know who your partner will be until the time for the date. If someone asks you for a date, and you don’t want to go, you may just politely say, “No, thanks.”
American young people see a date as time just to have fun. They don’t always have a romantic interest in mind. Someone may go out with one person this week, and another person the next. After a while, a boy and a girl may decide they want to “go steady”. It also means they don’t want to date anyone else. Romance is beginning to bloom.
Final Test
Part III. Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversations and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then write the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet II.
11. M: What was it like working with those young stars?
W: It was a great group. I always got mad when people said that we didn’t get along. Just because we were girls, there was never a fight. We had a great time.
Q: What does the woman mean?
12. M: Are you telling me you don’t have a housekeeper? 
W: No, we don’t. If you make a mess, you clean it up yourself. 
Q: What do we learn from this conversation? 
13. W: I hear that the Edwards are thinking of buying another house.
M: Should they be doing that with all the other expenses they have to pay? Anyhow, they are over 70 now, and their present house is not too bad. 
Q: What does the man imply? 
14. M: You look like you are freezing to death. Why don’t you put this on? 
W: Thank you, it was so warm at noon. I didn’t expect the weather to change so quickly. 
Q: What do we learn from the conversation? 
15. M: I’ll have the steak, French fries, and let’s see, chocolate ice cream for dessert.
   W: Oh, no, you know these things will ruin your health, too much fat and sugar, how about ordering some vegetables or fruit salad instead? 
Q: Where does the conversation most probably take place? 
16. M: What was it like growing up in New York’s Bronx District? Was it safe? 
W: To me, it was. It was all I knew. My mom would send me to the shop and I’d go around and buy things all by myself when I was about 8 years old.
Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

17. M: Nice weather, isn’t it? Oh, I’ve seen you around the office, but I don’t think we’ve officially been introduced to each other, I am Henry Smith, Nice to meet you.
W: Nice to meet you, too, Henry. I am Helen Grant, I am in the Advertising Section on the 9th floor. 
Q: What can we infer from the conversation? 
18. M: Ma’am, I hear you have an apartment for rent, can I take a look at it? 
W: Sure, you’re welcome any time by appointment, but I have to tell you beforehand that the building is very close to a railway, so there might be some noise. However, on the other hand, the transport is very convenient.
Q: What can we learn from the conversation? 
Now you will hear two long conversations.
Conversation 1
W: Please have a seat, Mr. Thunders. I received your resume last week, and was very impressed.
M: Thank you!
W: We are a small financial company trading mostly stocks and bonds. May I ask why you are interested in working for us?
M: Your company has an impressive reputation and I’ve always wanted to work for a smaller company.
W: That’s good to hear. Would you mind telling me something about your present job?
M: I’m currently working in a large international company in charge of a team of 8 brokers, we buy and sell stocks for major clients worldwide.
W: Why do you think you are the right candidate for this position?
M: As a head broker, I have a lot of experience in the stock market, I deal with clients on a daily basis, and I enjoy working with people.
W: Well, you might just be the person we’ve been looking for. Do you have any questions?
M: Um, if I were hired, how many accounts would I be handling?
W: You will be working with two other head brokers, in other words, you will be handling about a third of our clients.
M: And who would I report to?
W: Directly to me.

M: I see. What kind of benefits package do you offer?
W: Two weeks of paid vacation in your first year employment, you would also be entitled to medical and dental insurance, but this is something you should discuss with our Personnel Department. Do you have any other questions?
M: No, not at the moment.
W: Well, I have to discuss your application with my colleagues and we’ll contact you if there is any progress early next week.
M: OK, thanks, it’s been nice meeting you!
W: Nice meeting you too! And thanks for coming today.
Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you’ve just heard.

19. What is the purpose of Mr. Thunders’ visit?

20. What is Mr. Thunders’ current job?

21. What can we conclude from the conversation? 
Conversation 2
M: Hey, Karen, you are not really reading it, are you?
W: Pardon? 
M: The book! You haven’t turned the page during the last ten minutes.
W: No, Jim, I suppose I haven’t. I need to get through it, but I keep drifting away.
M: So it doesn’t really hold your interest?
W: No, not really. I wouldn’t bother with it, to be honest, but I have to read it for a seminar discussion which will be held in our university.
M: It’s a labor of labor then rather than a labor of love.
W: I should say, I don’t like Dickens at all, really, the author, indeed, I am starting to like the whole course less and less.
M: It’s not just the book, it’s the course as well?
W: Yeah, in a way, although the course itself isn’t really that bad, a lot of it is pretty good, in fact, and the lectures are fine. It’s me, I suppose. You see, I wanted to do philosophy rather than English, but my parents took me out of it.
M: So, it is your problem. You would have chosen a different department if not for your parents.
W: Oh, they had my best interest at heart, of course, my parents. They always do, don’t they? They believe that my job prospects would be pretty limited with a degree in Philosophy. Plus they give me a really generous allowance, but I am beginning to feel that I’m wasting my time and their money. They would be so disappointed if I told them I was quitting.
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

22. Why did the woman find it difficult to read through pages of the book? 
23. Why did the woman dislike her course?
24. Who chose the course for Karen?
25. What does Karen want to do?
Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then write the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet II.
Passage One

 
In Britain, all children from five to sixteen go to school. They spend six years in primary school and then go on to secondary school.


In Britain, there are state schools which are free, and private schools for which parents have to pay. Many British private schools are boarding schools. The children stay at school all the time, and only come home on the holidays. 
At the end of secondary school, the child takes a test called General Certificate of Secondary Education. One third of secondary graduates quit education and find a job, one third go to vocational colleges, and the other one third further their study for two more years to get ready for universities. They have to do well in the national exam for the entrance of universities. 

Teaching in Britain is usually quite informal. Students often work together in groups and go to the teacher only when they need help.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. How many years do British children stay in primary schools?

27. How many secondary students go to universities?

28. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

Passage Two

Religious and private schools receive little or no support from public taxes in the United Sates. As a result, they are more expensive to attend. The religious schools in America are usually run by churches. Therefore, they tend to be less expensive than private schools. When there is free education available to all children in the United States, why do people spend money on private schools? There are a great variety of reasons for doing so. Some parents send their children to private schools because the classes there are usually smaller. In their opinion, the public schools in their area are not of enough high quality to meet their needs. Private schools in the United States range widely in size and quality, and they offer all kinds of programs to meet the needs of certain students. 
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.
29. Why is it usually expensive to attend religious and private schools?
30. What is one of the reasons for people to send their children to private schools?

31. Who usually runs religious schools in the United States?

Passage Three

Last summer I visited Mexico City to see the ancient art in the museum there. I was surprised at how well I managed to get around even though I don’t speak a word of Spanish. You just have to be able to make the right decision in a talk situation. The manager of my hotel gave me a map of the city and told me that the best way to get to the museum was by subway. I didn’t know where the nearest subway was. But I was sure I would find it if I walked a little. After an hour I was still walking. I was completely lost. Just then a policeman came over and showed me the nearest station. After I got into the subway station, I looked at the subway map and didn’t know which line to take. In fact I wasn’t shown which station I was in. Most people would give up in that situation but not me. After I thought it over, I knew exactly what to do. I went upstairs and took a taxi.
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. Why did the speaker go to Mexico City?
33. What was the best way to the museum according to the hotel manager?
34. Why did the speaker take a taxi?
35. How did the speaker feel about his trip to the museum?
Section C:

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times, when the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

Some people just can’t keep from giving. That was the way it was with my neighbor. Despite being crippled, she was very active. In fact, she seemed to do more for the community every day than I ever do in a year’s time. I was always amazed at the pace she kept. On Mondays and Fridays, she worked at a college giving students guidance on what career to choose. On Tuesdays and Thursdays she helped out at a church that gave aid to people without homes. 
And on the weekends, she taught local kids who needed extra help with their schoolwork. And most importantly, she always had a positive attitude. I don’t remember once hearing her complain about her troubles. The stresses of everyday life never seemed to bother her. Instead, she looked for every occasion she could find to spread her good humor around. I remember when I had just lost my job. She took a day off from work to spend time with me and listen to my trifles. She never once became impatient with my complaints. She never acted like there was anything in this world more important than what I had to say. What I regret now is not having ever really done anything for her. I suppose she never needed it.
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